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EC Foreign Ministers Hold Talks on Bosnia 


AU2404160193 Paris AFP in English 1546 GMT 
24 Apr 93 


{Text} Middelfart, Denmark, April 24 (AFP)—European 
Community foreign ministers met here Saturday [24 
April] to consider tougher action against Serbian aggres- 
sion in Bosnia-Herzegovina after growing pressure from 
the United States for military intervention. 


But diplomats said there would be no decisions on 
military intervention during the two-day meeting. 


The meeting, in a chateau outside this central Danish 
town, coincided with faltering efforts to make Bosnian 
Serbs accept a United Nations-European Community 
peace plan for Bosnia ahead of stepped-up U.N. sanc- 
tions starting on Monday (26 April]. 


The diplomats said some ministers had welcomed an 
assurance from U.S. President Bill Clinton on Friday 
that Washington would not intervene in the Bosnian 
crisis On its own. 


A spokesman for the E.C.’s Danish Presidency said the 
sanctions should be given a chance to exert their full 
force before military action was considered. 


The ministers were also discussing ways of tightening 
loopholes in existing sanctions, such as a night-time 
suspension of road checks on traffic. 


“I doubt if matters military will come to any kind of 
head over the the next couple of days,”’ a British dip- 
lomat said. 


He added that there was a good case for re-imposing 
sanctions on Croatia “if evidence continues to be pro- 
duced of atrocities perpetrated by Croats (on Moslems). 


But officials insisted that the E.C. was not under imme- 
diate pressure to react to growing pressure in the United 
States for air strikes on Serbian positions or for the 
lifting of an arms embargo against Bosnian Muslims. 


Several E.C. leaders have expressed reluctance to 
embark on these options, particularly Britain and France 
which have troops in Bosnia guarding U.N. humani- 
tarian missions. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher is expected 
to make a tour of European capitals next week to discuss 
the military option. 


Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic Saturday 
rejected a modified peace plan proposed by E.C. medi- 
ator Lord Owen in an | |th-hour bid to reach a compro- 
mise before the toughening of U.N. sanctions. 


Owen’s proposal was to create U.N.-controlled land 
corridors linking Serb-held terri‘ory in Bosnia to Serbia. 
One of them would run from northwest Bosnia through 
a province designated for Croat control under the orig- 
inal peace plan. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Spain's Solana Views Talks 


LD2404191793 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 18L0 GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Text] The idea of air strikes against the Serbs if they 
continue to reject the international peace plan in spite of 
the blockade which is to begin on Monday is also gaining 
ground within the EC. This has been indicated by the 
Twelve’s foreign ministers, meeting this weekend in the 
Danish town of Middelfart. RNE special correspondent 
Nacho Hernandez reports from there. Good evening. 


[Hernandez] Good evening. The Twelve want the total 
isolation of Serbia decided by the United Nations, which 
will come into force next Monday, to be strictly applied 
to its ultimate consequences. 


They hope that with increased pressure the Serbs will in 
the end accept the peace plan for Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and they warn that if this new Security Council resolu- 
tion is not effective they do not rule out other measures. 
According to the EC member countries, further decisions 
will be adopted in coordination with the United States 
and Russia and will be under a UN mandate. Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana explained the options which are 
open at present in the following terms. 


[Begin Solana recording] The options which are open— 
and you know them well—range from selective military 
actions in a twin direction, either trying to damage the 
routes by which the economic aid is moving from Serbia 
to the Bosnian Serbs, or actions, also selective, designed 
to destroy part of the military might of Serbia. Another 
type of action which could be considered, and which we 
do not support in any case, 1s the lifting of the sanctions 
on Bosnia. We think that that is not a good a measure. 
What is needed in the region is not more arms but fewer 
arms. [end recording] 


[Hernandez] For the Spanish authorities military inter- 
vention against the Serbs would need a new UN Security 
Council resolution. Any step which is taken, the foreign 
minister said, should be taken with a view to what the 
next one will be. The Twelve are confident of the severity 
of the isolation of Serbia. So far the blockade has meant 
a 9,000 percent increase in prices in that former Yugo- 
slav republic. The foreign ministers will also send out a 
warning to Croatia. They are concerned about the 
clashes between Croats and Muslims and if they con- 
tinue they could lead to the breaking off of negotiations 
on the cooperation agreement with the EC. 


Kinkel: EC Open to Further Steps 


LD2404192093 Hamburg DPA in German 1733 GMT 
24 Apr 93 


[Text] Middelfart (DPA)}—The countries of the Euro- 
pean Community are in the process of thinking over 
their so far categoric resistance to more far-reaching 
measures against Serbia. This was reported by German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel (Free Democratic Party) 
in Middelfart in Denmark today from the first day of the 
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informal meeting of EC foreign ministers. Kinkel told 
journalists that the twelve ministers discussed the possi- 
bility of air attacks on Serbian positions, the lifting of the 
weapons embargo on Bosnia, and the complete breaking 
off of diplomatic relations with Serbia. Kinkel went on to 
say, ‘We have made no decisions but have also not ruled 
out any possibilities.” 


Commenting on the stage reached in the deliberations 
within the community, the Bonn minister said: “I have 
the impression that the Twelve are thinking things ¢ ver.” 
During the talks, in which only the ministers took ‘art, it 
became clear that the speech by U.S. Preside it Bill 
Clinton and the most recent comments by Lord Owen, 
the British EC mediator in Bosnia, made a great impres- 
sion. The two politicians spoke out more clearly than in 
the past in favor of military intervention in Bosnia. 


Kinkel announced that he wants to go to Croatia as soon 
as possible to “see again more exactly” the situation 
there. He confirmed that the other EC countries expect 
particularly intensive effoits from the Germans to end 
the attacks from the Croatian side in Bosnia. According 
to Kinkel, however, there have been no calls from other 
community states for sanctions against Croatia. 


Italy’s Colombo Cited 


LD2504 134093 Rome RAI Uno Tele. sion Network in 
Italian 1059 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Text] The indications coming from the Bosnian Serbs 
are highly confused. We must follow the situation as it 
develops without ruling out any options. That is what 
our [Italy’s}] Minister of Foreign Affairs Colombo told 
the informal meeting of EC ministers of foreign affairs 
being held at the Danish castle of Hindsgavl. The main 
topic of the meeting is the war in Bosnia. 


The Twelve are agreed on applying UN sanctions against 
Serbia as of tomorrow. If these fail, military involvement 
is not ruled out. 


Kooijmans Welcomes Possible Intervention 


LD2504121293 Hilversum Radio Netherlands in 
English 1130 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] In Denmark today the foreign ministers of the 
European Community have resumed their talks on pos- 
sible armed intervention in the war in Bosnia. [passage 
omitted] 


Dutch Foreign Minister, Pieter Kooijymans, who is a 
strong advocate of armed intervention, has welcomed 
the community’s change of heart. The minister said he 
was happy that the EC no longer saw economic sanctions 
as the only means to end the bloodshed in Bosnia. 
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Ministers To Consider Military Action 


AU 2504143693 Paris AFP in English 1417 GMT 
25 Apr 93 


[Text] Middelfart, Denmark, April 25 (AFP)}—The Furo- 
pean Community agreed for the first time here sunday 
{25 April] to consider eventual military action against 
Serb forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina if economic sanctions 
do not stop Serbian aggression there. 


Danish Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen said 
after a two-day meeting of E.C. foreign ministers: “The 
community is keeping its options open.” 


But the meeting expressed a clear preference for tight- 
ening an economic stranglehold against Serbia and its 
ally Montenegro, and leaving the military option for 
later. 


However, Britain confirmed it was ready for military 
action to protect a Canadian contingent of U.N. troops 
in the beleaguered Bosnian town of Srebrenica against 
Serbian attacks. 


British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd said the Cana- 
dians were not in immediate danger, but France and the 
Danish presidency of the E.C. both said they were ready 
to support any British relief effort to protect them. 


The ministers discussed possible air strikes against Ser- 
bian positions, and relaxing an arms embargo so that 
Bosnian Moslems could be re-armed in self-defence 
against Serb forces. 


The E.C. is due to discuss the two options next week with 
the United States, where pressure for such action is 
strong, and Russia. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher is scheduled 
to visit several European capitals next week to discuss 
the issue. 


But Hurd said air strikes could not be undertaken 
without careful discussion about the danger posed to 
U.N. humanitarian aid operations in Bosnia. 


“We haven't excluded these options but no decisions 
have been taken. We have expressed cautious words on 
these questions,” he said. 


Several ministers said they feared military action might 
escalate the civil war in former Yugoslavia. 


Jacques Delors, president of the E.C.’s Executive Euro- 
pean Commission, said: “The choice is sanctions or the 
generalisation of the war.” 


Petersen, who chaired the weekend meeting, added: “I 
have personal apprehensions about military action. I’m 
n >t convinced its value is great.” 


The meeting agreed on the strict application of beefed-up 
U.N. sanctions due to come into effect on Monday, 
aimed at forcing Serbians to accept a peace plan for 
Bosnia. 
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The new sanctions involve cutting air, road and water 
transport links to Serbia and Montenegro, and freezing 
Serb foreign assets abroad. 


But the ministers also urged the further isolation of 
Serbia and its ally Montenegro, all that remains of the 
former Yugoslavia. 


They said that telecommunications links should be cut 
and that Serbia should be expelled from international! 
organisations. 


They agreed to tighten controls of the sanctions by 
appointing dozens of new monitors at border crossings 
into Serbia and to help Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania 
stop Serb-bound traffic along the Danube River. 


The meeting accepted a British proposal for a new 
high-level “U.N. sanctions supremo” to act against 
countries suspected of breaking the embargo. 


It also warned about looming economic action against 
Croatia if the Croats did not stop their attacks against 
Moslems in central Bosnia. 


Also looming after the meeting is a crackdown on 
Serbian financial operations in Cyprus, diplomats said. 


EC Envoy Owen Says Force in Bosnia Still 
Option 


LD2404091593 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0839 GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Text] EC peace envoy Lord Owen today warned those in 
the former Yugoslavia who would not listen to reason 
that they must realise the West could use force to end the 
conflict. 


He spoke out amid growing international signs that 
military intervention may be necessary to end the 
slaughter. 


Lord Owen said he found a new mood internationally. “I 
detect a much greater unity. The European Community 
have actually stayed very steady in the last eight months 
and I have no complaints at all. 


“We have found a much greater unity between the 
United States and the European Community. The inter- 
national community and the UN have tended to speak 
more and more with one voice - and it is a very 
determined and resolute voice because the United 
Nations Charter allows in a situation to achieve peace, 
pressure which is economic, political and military to be 
used.” 


Lord Owen told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme: 
“There has been a tendency for perhaps understandable 
domestic reasons for people to rule out military options 
which should never have been ruled out. 


““But do not believe that military options will solve this 
situation easily. They all have very considerable down- 
sides.” 
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He went on: “I have never believed and | have never 
expressed anything else as a negotiator other than the 
need for all three pressures, economical, political and 
military, if we are to bring sense into this part of the 
community. 


“There is a long tradition that some of these people do 
not listen to reason. They have to realise that there is at 
the end of the day - force.” 


Mitsotakis Meets NATO’s Woerner, Discuss 
Bosnia 


NC2304204393 Athens ET-] Television Network in 
Greek 2000 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis met this 
afternoon with NATO Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner on the sidelines of the 42d meeting of the 
Bilderberg Club at the Astir Hotel in Vouliagmeni 
{Athens suburb]. The talks between Mitsotakis and 
Woerner focused on the Bosnia situation. 


According to reports, in his address [at the Bilderberg 
Club meeting] immediately after the official dinner, the 
prime minister stressed the need for a peaceful sc!ution 
to the Yugoslav crisis to prevent it from expanding to the 
south. He also referred to the lesson that should be 
drawn from this crisis and particularly to the immense 
usefulness of preventive action on the basis of a princi- 


pled policy. 


According to the same reports, the prime minister also 
referred to the dangers emanating from the economic 
crisis in Russia as well as to the need for the West to 
offer, in addition to economic aid, other opportunities to 
that country. 


Finally, Mitsotakis pointed out Greece’s role as a bridge 
between Europe and the Balkans and between Europe 
and the broader region. 


The Bilderberg Club meeting, which is being attended by 
prominent economic and political figures from many 
countries, will end tomorrow. 


Mitsotakis, Visiting Swedish Premier Discuss 
Bosnia 


NC2304185793 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis and 
Swedish counterpart Carl Bildt met at noon today and 
discussed the developments in former Yugoslavia and 
the course of negotiations for Sweden's accession to the 
European Community. Bildt is visiting our country to 
attend the Bilderberg Club congress [forum of leading 
North American and West European figures on global 
issues]. 


At a joint rews conference after their meeting, the 
Swedish prime minister expressed appreciation for 
Greece’s support for his country’s EC accession and 
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added that he listened with particular interest to the 
Greek positions on the Yugoslav crisis. Concerning the 
Skopje issue, Bildt said that the set process being 
observed in Europe is that when a state becomes a UN 
member, it should be recognized by the European states. 
Skopje was recognized within this framework under the 
temporary name of Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia. He stressed, however, that in addition to the 
name problem, the problems of Skopje’s currency notes 
and flag also should be resolved. 


Mitsotakis reiterated Greece’s position that the Balkan 
countries should not get invoived if the conflict becomes 
widespread. At the same time, he stood once again in 
favor of expanding the European Community. 


EC-GCC Meeting Held; Planned Energy Tax 
Protested 


BR2304 124493 Brussels EUROPE in English 20 Apr 93 


{Unattributed article: ““GCC Gives Only Partial 
Response to EC Offer To Establish a Free Trade Zone”’; 
as released by Brussels Textline database] 


[Text] Brussels, 19/04/1993 (AGENCE EUROPE)}— 
Contrary to what the EC had hoped, during the resump- 
tion of negotiations on the EC/GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council) trade agreement, the GCC delegation only 
reacted to some of the Communities revised offers 
(which go back to January 1992). No joint communique 
was published. 


In practise, the GCC’s chief negotiator, Ma’mun al- 
Khurdyi [as received], focused the discussions solely on 
the energy chapter, emphasizing the fact that EC/GCC 
trade relations are based mainly on trade in oil products. 
Although he approves of the idea of future cooperation 
being based on three pillars (trade, investment, and 
cooperation), he laid all stress on the Gulf States’ focus 
of interest, which is better access to the Community 
market for their oil products - and here they call for the 
lifting of all obstacles to trade - and for the Community 
to be guaranteed a stable oi! supply. 


The GCC delegation said from the outset that it was not 
prepared to give a “detailed response to the detailed 
offer” made by the Commission, but recommended 
moving ahead chapter by chapter and first dealing with 
the only subject that is important in their eyes. It seems 
as though this position is essentially that of Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait, which are less sensitive than their four 
neighbours to the EC’s offers in the areas of agriculture, 
industry, and cooperation in general. In the oil sector, 
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the GCC is calling for proper tariffs for refined products 
and the lifting of all non- tariff, technical, fiscal, or 
administrative barriers. In order to settle this difficult 
matter, Mr al-Khurdyi suggested that arbitration proce- 
dures be developed. 


With regard to the planned energy tax, the Community 
delegation again came up against protests from the Gulf 
States. As usual, the EC responded by saying that this 
was part of the EC’s internal affairs, that it is not the only 
government to be considering such a tax, and that oil will 
not be discriminated against or penalised. The chief 
Community negotiator said that the Commission will 
study all the GCC’s suggestions in the context of what 
would be a free trade agreement, but only a free trade 
agreement. It will give its reaction as soon as the points 
presented by Mr al-Khurdyi have been “carefully siud- 
ied.” No new meeting date was set, but an informal 
contact will take place on |! May in Brussels during the 
ministerial session of the Joint EC/GCC Council. 


ene Oppose ‘Managed Trade,’ Urge 
EC-U.S. Dialogue 
BR2304124893 Brussels EUROPE in English 20 Apr 93 


[Unattnbuted article: ““UNICE Calls for Reinforcement 
of EC/US Relations, the Settlement of Bilateral Dis- 
putes, and Conclusion of Uruguay Round”’] 


[Text] Brussels, 19/04/1993 (AGENCE EUROPE)}— 
UNICE [Union of EC Industries], the organisation rep- 
resenting employers, has approved a “statement on 
developments in the United States” which: 


—recalls the importance of EC/US relations and invites 
both parties to unite around a common objective: “an 
enhanced, open and liberal trading and investment 
regime founded on multilateral mechanisms”; 


—trusts that the American administration and business 
circles will do everything possible for the Uruguay 
Round to reach a successful conclusion; 


—calls for bilateral EC/US disputes to be settled through 
negotiation and dialogue on the basis of multilateral 
criteria. 


—is opposed to the “managed trade” hypothesis and 
calls for GATT principles to be maintained (the Amer- 
icans having to renounce the “super 301” section of 
US trade legislation); 


—calls for projects resulting in the establishment of a 
discriminatory tax regime towards foreign firms in the 
US to be withdrawn. 
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One Dead, 44 Injured in London Bomb Blast 


LD2404173693 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1724 GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Terrorists killed one man and injured more than 40 
today in a huge bomb blast which rocked the City of London 
causing more than | billion pounds sterli 1g of damage. 


The body of the dea. nan was recovered tonight as rescue 
workers combed the devastation and debris in the aftermath 
of the attack—believed by senior detectives to be the work of 
the IRA—which shattered the capital's financial centre. 


Scotland Yard said no identity or other details of the 
victim was available. 


“I can confirm that the body of one man has been found 
during a search of the scene,” said a Scotland Yard 
spokeswoman. 


The massive device planted in a tipper [dump] truck 
exploded at 10:25 am in Bishopsgate just south of 
Wormwood Street near the 52-storey Natwest Tower 
and the Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank. 


The blast, which came after telephone warnings using 
IRA codewords, could be heard miles away. 


It devastated dozens of buildings—some almost half a mile 
away—sending shards of glass and debris ripping across 
streets, and producing a huge mushroom cloud of smoke 
which rose hundreds of feet into the air above the City. 


One police officer estimated the explosion had left a 
crater 10ft wide and | 5ft deep. 


Many windows in the Natwest Tower—which has 
around three acres of glass—were shattered. 


Nearly 100 people were trapped inside the tower for 
hours afterwards because of risk of injury from falling 
debris and glass smashed by the blast. 


London Fire Brigade said the bomb had included an 
incendiary device and several buildings were damaged 
by fire as well as explosion. 


But tonight as the clearing-up continued, City of London 
officials vowed not to be beaten by the bombers and said 
it would be “‘business as usual’’ by Monday. 


A total of 44 injured were ferried to nearby St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital and the Royal London Hospital, in 
Whitechapel, east London. 


Tonight four were still detained at Bart’s and two at the 
Royal London. 


The remainder were discharged after treatment for inju- 
ries which mainly included cuts from flying glass. | as- 
sage Omitted] 


Two Other Car Bombs Explode 


LD2504002993 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0110 GMT 25 Apr 93 


{By Brian Farmer] 


UNITED KINGDOM 5 


[Text] A second explosion hit London late tonight, police 
said. 


It happened in the King’s Cross area but there were no 
casualties, said a spokeswoman. A Fire Brigade spokes- 
woman said the blast was in Judd St: ear St Pancras 
station, shortly after midnight. Three appliances were 
standing by. She said a device had exploded 1n a car and 
that 60 people had been evacuated from a nearby 
building. Another car bomb exploded shortly before 1am 
in Finsbury Park, north London, she added. 


Scotland Yard said the first explosion happened shortly 
before midnight in a mini-cab in Judd Street, Holborn. The 
driver of the cab, a blue Nissan Sunny, picked up two 
Irish-speaking male passengers in Judd Street, said a spokes- 
woman. 


A firearm was produced and the driver told to drive to 
10 Downing Street. The men then left the cab. The driver 
then got out of the cab, alerted police and a device in the 
cab exploded shortly afterwards. No-one was hurt. The 
car was destroyed and residents in nearby properties 
were evacuated. The area remained sealed off. 


Another car bomb exploded in similar circumstances near 
the Roval Park Hotel in Seven Sisters Road, Finsbury Park, 
shortly before midnight. said the Yard spokeswoman. A 
mini-cab driver picked up two Insh-speaking male passen- 
gers and was told a device placed in the car would explode 
in |5 minutes. He was threatened with a firearm and told to 
drive to New Scotland Yard. After the men left the cab the 
driver alerted the emergency services and escaped before the 
bomb exploded. No-one was hurt, although one person was 
taken to hospital with shock. Guests in the hotel and nearby 
residents were evacuated. 


IRA Claims Responsibility 


LD2504132993 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1239 GMT 25 Apr 93 


{By PRESS ASSOCIATION reporters] 


{Excerpts} A major hunt was under way today for IRA 
bombers who devastated the City [of London] and tried 
to mount mini-cab blast attacks on Downing Street and 
New Scotland Yard. 


As forensic experts searched the rubble in the City and 
businesses started trying to cope with damage estimated 
at more than | billion pounds sterling, the IRA issued a 
statement admitting responsibility for the action. 


A freelance photographer working for the NEWS OF 
THE WORLD was killed and more than 40 people were 
injured in the explosion in the City. 


The blast severely damaged the NatWest Tower, devastated 
the London headquarters of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank, blew windows out of buildings half-a-mile away and 
sent a mushroom cloud of smoke, dust and debris spiralling 
hundreds of feet into the air. [passage omitted] 
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But a government spokesman said Mr. Major was not 
making a formal statement about the explosion as doing 
so could give the IRA the satisfaction of thinking that he 
responded when it acted. 


The IRA warned in its statement that there would be 
further attacks in mainland Britain unless the govern- 
ment took steps to bring about peace. 


The statement, issued in Dublin, also admitted respon- 
sibility for the blast which damaged an oil tank—but 
caused no injuries—at the riverside Esso terminal at 
North Shields, Tyne and Wear, on Friday [23 April]. 


But it made no mention of the hijacking of the two 
minicabs by terrorists who tried to force the drivers to 
take bombs to Downing Street and New Scotland Yard. 


The attacks were foiled because the drivers ignored 
instructions and alerted police. 


The statement said “precise and adequate warnings” of 
the City bomb were given 70 minutes before the explo- 
sion. [passage omitted] 


RAF on Alert To Protect Peacekeepers in Srebrenica 


LD2504175393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1723 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[By Charles Miller and Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSO- 
CIATION] 


[Text] British warplanes and troops were on alert for 
direct military action in Bosnia tonight after a govern- 
ment commitment to protect Canadian peace-keeping 
troops in the besieged Muslim town of Srebrenica. 


Ministers have assured Canada that British military forces 
in the region, including the Sea Harrier jump-jets abc ard the 
carrier Ark Royal, will be used to protect the 150 Canadians 
from Serb artillery if it becomes necessary. 


The decision came as the government moved closer to an 
about-turn over military action in Bosnia with the 
United Sattes stepping up pressure on its allies. Final 
consultations are expected this week between London, 
Paris and Washington on the precise action to take. 


But Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd was reluctant to be 
specific about British plans when interviewed on the 
BBC Radio 4 The World This Weekend programme. 


Asked if air strikes would inevitably lead to military 
intervention on the ground, Mr. Hurd said: “I do not 
think so. That is not the situation at the moment. 


“What we have said is that if they (the Canadians) got 
into trouble we would help them. We were thinking 
particularly of from the air.” He said the Canadians, 
aware their blue-helmet troops are encircled and exposed 
within Srebrenica, had come to consult “old friends”. 
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Meanwhile, Armed Forces Minister Archie Hamilton went 
on Canadian television to give an assurance that Britain 
would not stand by and leave the troops unprotected. 


Britain's pledge to support the Canadians received some 
sympathy in Denmark where the European Community 
foreign ministers are meeting. 


Asked whether Britain could count on EC backing 
should military action be needed, Danish Foreign Min- 
ister Niels Helveg Petersen, hesitating’ «ly, said: “Yes, 
we would in that case support British “itiatives.”’ 


Observers believed the government’s decision to come to 
the aid of the Canadians in Srebrenica, if required, was 
designed to clear the way for limited air strikes on Serb 
positions and supply routes. 


Mr. Hurd would not answer directly when this question 
was put to him but Bnitain has eased its opposition to 
limited air strikes, seeing it as the lesser evil when 
confronted with the option of arming the Bosnia Mus- 
lims, as urged by Baroness Thatcher. 


The government is adamant that arming Bosnia’s Muslims 
would be difficult to achieve and inevitably lead to a 
massive upsurge in fighting, which could spread across the 
Balkans. 


Mr. Hurd is concerned that whatever action is agreed, 
the allies must act together and the implications for 
Britain’s ground troops would need to be fully explored. 
He said that in order to join air strikes and agree to them 
“you would need to know what their purpose is, what 
resources would be needed, what planes would be 
needed, what the legal basis would be, and what the 
effect would be on the humanitarian effort, including our 
own troops on the ground. We have not seen a plan 
which covers all these points.” 


If an air strike is required, it would be carried out by Ark 
Royal’s eight Sea Harriers, which can carry 1,000Ib 
bombs, Sea Eagle air-to-surface missiles and are 
equipped with the 30mm Aden cannon. 


The rugged jump-jets, which had great success in the 
Falklands campaign, have been significantly upgraded 
with the advanced new Blue Vixen radar and the latest 
self-protection systems and decoys. 


Air defence could be provided by the RAF Tornado F3 
fighters which have been sent to the Italian base of Gioia 
del Colle in southern Italy. 


In addition, a squadron of RAF Jaguar strike aircraft are on 
two days notice to move from their base at Coltishall in 
Norfolk and could be rapidly deployed to a base in Italy. 


However, if the allies agree to widespread air strikes, the 
RAF’s top attack aircraft, the Tornado GR1, is the most 
likely to be used, as precision attacks will be required to 
limit the risk of death and injury. 


It is equipped with the TIALD laser designation pod, which 
gives pinpoint accuracy for the aircraft's | ,00CIb bombs. 


The system was used successfully in the Gulf War and again 
in January when renewed strikes were launched against Iraq. 
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Kinkel Seeks To Sever FRY Diplomatic Relations 


LD2404131393 Berlin ADN in German 1210 GMT 24 
Apr 93 


[Text] Espenhain (ADN)—Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel intends to seek the severance of all diplomatic 
relations with what remains of Yugoslavia at the meeting 
of the EC foreign ministers this evening in Funen. This 
was announced by Kinkel at the party conference of 
Saxony’s Free Democratic Parvy in Espenhain. In the run 
up to the ministerial discussions on the arms embargo 
and a military operation in the event of the failure of the 
Vance-Owen plan, he promised that no German soldiers 
would be sent to the former Yugoslavia in view of World 
War II. 


a State Governments Agree on Solidarity 
act 


LD2304195393 Berlin ADN in German 1648 GMT 23 
Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (ADN)}—Germany’s federal and state 
governments resolved their dispute regarding the imple- 
mentation of the solidarity pact during talks at the 
Chancellery in Bonn today. The agreement requires final 
approval by the federal government as well as the prime 
ministers of the federal states. 


Finance Minister Theo Waigel told journalists following 
the three-hour talks that, frorn 1995 onward, west 
German states will make available an additional 2.1 
billion German marks [DM] for the German Unity Fund 
in eastern Germany. The federal government will 
finance the remainder of the total DM 4.5 billion, which 
was the bone of contention. 


Waigel expects this will be possible without a further 
increase in new borrowing. It was also agreed to grant 
investment aid to east German states for a period of 10 
years. A possible revision will be discussed in five years 
time. The planned cutting of support payments in the 
budget of the Nuremberg-based Federal Labor Office is 
to be dropped. 


The talks were attended by Waigel as well as Kurt 
Biedenkopf and Rudolf Scharping, the prime ministers 
of Saxony and Rhineland- Palatinate respectively, plus 
Chancellery Minister Friedrich Bohl. 


Waigel said the question of the social welfare element of 
the new solidarity surcharge of 7.5 percent on income 
tax, geared to finance the restructuring of the east 
German economy and scheduled to take effect from 
1995, was not finalized. Waigel and Scharping agreed 
that little separated them on the issue. [passage omitted] 


— Ministry Denies Cuts Violate Solidarity 
act 


AU2304 141593 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1100 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] The Federal Finance Ministry has confirmed 
statements made by the head of government of the 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Scharping, that, as of 1995-96, 
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Finance Minister Waigel will provide some 90 billion 
German marks less for the solidarity pact. However, a 
spokesman for the Finance Ministry this morning 
rejected Scharping’s interpretation that the fiance min- 
ister would thus be in violatation of the solidarity pact 
agreement and was trying to cancel the agreement. 


Mediating talks will be held between Finance Minister 
Waigel, the head of the Chancellor’s Office, Bohl, and 
the minister presidents of various laender in the Chan- 
cellor’s Office this afternoon. 


Kohl Optimistic on Eastern German Economic 
Future 


LD2304171993 Berlin DDP in German 1515 GMT 23 
Apr 93 


[Text] Stuttgart (DPA)}—German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl (Christian Democratic Union) has voiced confi- 
dence that the drive toward economic rebuilding in 
eastern Germany will continue successfully while at the 
sam time overcoming the weakness of growth in the 
west. The social market economy is “facing a decisive 
test,” the chancellor said today at the 37th Federal 
Congress of the Christian Democratic Union/Christian 
Socia) _ nion [CDU/CSU] Association of Small and 
Medium-Sized Businesses in Stuttgart. But he said he 
has no doubt that “our economic order will pass this 
test.” 


At the same time, Kohl praised the CDU/CSU’s eco- 
nomic policy as “unmistakable and successful.” The 
CDU has to “apply Ludwig Erhard’s ideas to tackling 
new challenges.” These include “demographic changes, 
fundamental social change, increasing individualization 
of lifestyle, as well as the reevaluation of work and 
leisure.” 


Minister Calls For More Western Aid to CIS 


LD2404123793 Hamburg DPA in German 0949 GMT 
24 Apr 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—German Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union) has called 
on Germany's western partners to contribute more aid 
for eastern Europe and the CIS states. Aid for the 
reformers in Russia and other eastern European states 
would sz.e the west “quite a few div:sions maintained 
during the Cold War,” Ruehe said today at the state 
congress of the Young Christian Democrats [JU] in 
Hamburg. 


Ruehe reiterated his call on the Social Democrats to 
rethink their stance on possible Bundeswehr combat 
missions under UN or CSCE auspices. The use of 
military power must be possible to implement aid oper- 
ations or put a stop to mass murder. 


“People cannot be made to wait until Germany finishes 
making up its mind,” he said. 
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Ruehe pledged that the Bundeswehr will not be sent 
everywhere. “Not one German soldier will enter the 
former Yugoslavia, not one German aircraft will be 
deployed there,” he said. 


Economics Minister Welcomes Partial U.S.-EC 
Accord 


LD2304 160393 Berlin ADN in German 1332 GMT 23 
Apr 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (ADN)—Federal Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt (Free Democratic Party) has welcomed 
the partial agreement between the EC Commission and 
the United States on opening up markets to government 
contracts. “It has helped to avoid any hardening of 
differences of opinion which could have resulted in an 
undesirable strain on trade talks,” a statement published 
in Bonn today by the Federal Economics Ministry says. 
The compromise in the dispute, which has been sim- 
mering for months, was achieved on Wednesday evening 
by =C Trade Commissioner Sir Leon Brittan and the 
U.S. trade representative, Mickey Kantor. [passage 
omitted] 


Commentary Sees ‘Dramatic’ Change in U.S. 
Opinion 

AU2504 183493 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 24-25 
Apr 93 p 1 


[Jochen Thies report: “Change in Washington’’] 


[Text] One hears that 90 percent of the time that Bill 
Clinton spends on foreign and security policy topics are 
dedicated to the Balkans. A change in opinion, which can 
be called dramatic, can be seen among the President’s 
advisers and also among the opinion leaders in Congress. 
Military intervention in Bosnia is increasingly seen as 
unavoidable, including the use of ground forces. 


For the Americans’ decisionmaking, a lot will depend on 
whether partners for the operation can be found in 
Europe. There are signs that John Major would join in 
bombing Serbian supply lines. Other allies would then 
probably follow suit. 


During these days, which may be decisive for a prelim- 
inary decision, one must not ignore three points, which 
are connected: First, the criminal actions of the Serbs in 
Srebrenica, which can hardly be surpassed in audacity, 
and the intensification of the fighting following the 
motto “Everyone against everyone else.” Second, the 
Russian referendum, which will end the temporary 
blockade of the UN Security Council if Yeltsin wins. 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev announced a 
revision of his country’s Yugoslavia policy in the middle 
of last week because Moscow’s efforts in Belgrade are 
“largely exhausted.” 


Third, in this context there also belongs the opening of 
the Holocaust Museum in Washington. It once again 
showed the omissions of 1938 to the world, as Vaclav 
Havel said. Clinton seems to belong to a generation that 
takes the “never again”’ seriously. 
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Weizsaecker Receives Czec’ |’ sident Havel 


LD2404 135493 Hamturg DPA in German 0906 CMT 
24 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Ludwigsburg/Stuttgart (DPA)—Vaclav 
Havel, Czech president and writer, was awarded the 29th 
Theodor Heuss Prize in Ludwigsburg today. In awarding 
the prize as well as three Theodor Heuss medals, the 
nonparty Theodor Heuss Foundation wished to honor 
Havel’s ““commitmer* to Europe as a citizen.” [passage 
omitted] 


Following the award ceremony, Germany's * ‘dent 
Richard von Weizsaecker praised Havel as an °° polit- 
ical politician,” a type Germany should have sw. 
Havel is “living proof that dissidents need not a. ++ ys, 
or “structurally,” remain in opposition. 


During a public dis:ussion between Weizsaecke: and 
Havel, the Czech president spoke in favor of the first- 
past-the-post electoral system, so that each politician is 
directly responsible to the electorate. But Weizsaecker 
said no satisfactory solution has thus far been found of 
ensuring that the system guarantees the representation of 
smaller groups and minorities. 


Police Seize Illegal Consignment of Nuclear 
Materials 

LD2304195693 Hamburg DPA in German 1448 GMT 
23 Apr 93 


[Text] Koblenz (DPA)}—German police have uncovered 
illegal dealings in nuclear material of Estonian origin. 
The public prosecutor’s office in K blenz said today that 
the managing director of a company based in Andernach 
near Coblenz last year received several consignments of 
caesium, rubidium, barium, and strontium worth a total 
of 600,000 German marks [DM]. The man intended to 
sell the material in Germany and abroad for over DM1 
million. He is now in custody. The dealer temporarily 
stored the nuclear material in Freiburg in Breisgau to test 
it for purity. It was here that the police seized the 
material. Police said that at no time was there any threat 
to the public as the materials involved were intended 
solely for medical research and optical devices. 


Editorial Views FRG's Struggle for New Role 


AU2304152693 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 23 Apr 
93 pl 


[Editorial by Theo Sommer: “The Past Does Not Go 
By”) 


[Text] Germany 1s a difficult fatherland—this statement 
of Gustav Heinemann’s was not so much intended for 
the present, which always gives the living a hard nut to 
crack, but for the past, which puts a particularly heavy 
inherited burden on our people. 


The cruelties and suffering the Germans inflicted on the 
world in cold blood during Hitler's era, exceeded any 
standard of former historical misdeeds. At each of the 
returning anniversaries we are painfully reminded of 
it—as we have just been by the Warsaw ghetto, which 
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was so mercilessly destroyed by the Nazi storm troopers. 
Memorials like Yad Vashem or the new Holocaust 
Museum in Washington are keeping awake the memories 
of the worst Nazi crime, the killing of millions of Jews. 


This past does not go by. It will follow us with biblical 
force as far as onto the seventh generation. As Thomas 
Mann wrote in 1945: “One has to deal with Germany 
and the German fate and German guilt when one is born 
a German.” 


True, the generations born after the war are free of direct 
or indirect involvement, also free of any personal guilt. 
Still, they will not be able to free themselves of three 
things. First, the burden of understanding how low 
Germans can sink, how low humans can sink. Second, 
the continuing obligation to feel ashamed for the atroc- 
ities carried out in Germany's name and by German 
hand. Third, the task to research for the lessons of 
history with the constant awareness of the past. 


A word of warning has to be voiced at this point. Not 
looking away may have a liberating effect but it does nut 
necessarily make us wiser the next time. The struggle of 
memory against forgetting is one thing. Another thing is 
to derive from our memories instructions on how we 
have to act today. History provides us with an answer to 
the question of who and what we are. Yet, it remains 
equivocally silent when it comes to the question of what 
we should do. If anything it tells us what we must not do. 
Studying the past sharpens the conscience but it does not 
provide specific decisions. It provides criteria but it does 
not provide recipes. 


And it cannot be any different. The interpretation of 
history is pluralist. It does not produce “clarity and 
concurrence” (Jaspers) about what has to happen now. 
Many kinds of futures can be built from the quarry of the 
past. Often enough conclusions by analogy have led one 
astray. 


At the Warsaw commemorative celebrations, Marek 
Edelmann, the only surviving combat commander of the 
insurgents of 1943, said: “In Bosnia we are witnessing 
mass annihiiation, and Europe is behaving as it did 
toward the ghetto fighters at the time.’ Many politicians 
and citizens of the Wcstern world, who watch with 
consternation the daily images of the cruelties in the 
Balkans on their television screens, have stated that it is 
virtually ovr duty to carry out an armed intervention. 


Even many Germans—.ncluding died-in-the-wool paci- 
fists—have called for intervention, not even rejecting the 
participation of the Bundeswehr. Suddenly, people who 
abstain from any conflict about interests or ideologies 
are suddenly in favor of wars for reasons of conscience. 
Some have argued that we have an obaligation to inter- 
vene particularly because of our Nazi past, whie others 
have drawn t*< exact opposite conclusion from history: 
namely that German soldiers must never again be sent to 
places where they stood during World War II; not even 
under the blue helmets of the United Nations or the 
green European helmet. 
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However, the past does not save us from making a 
decision of our own. We must not use the past as an 
excuse or an absolution. We have no right to refer to 
Goethe's defiant statement that he who acis ts always 
without a conscience. Yet, conscience is only an instance 
in the decisionmaking process. It must hold its own in 
weighing the possible against the impossible, in assessing 
the chances for success, and in calculating the costs. Any 
line of argument that is guided by purely moral princi- 
ples would be as erroneous as one that 1s guided by 
purely military principles. 


Furthermore, we have to live with our past. Those who 
follow the international press harbor no illusions in this 
connection. Irrespective of what we do not do, some will 
always see us “painted as victorious Germans,” as Jacob 
Burckhardt once said ironically; they thought we were on 
the way to dominate Eastern Europe, on our way to 
Silesia and Eastern Prussia, in the search for nuclear 
arms. They announced the “end of German obedience.” 
And whatever we actually undertake, others will say that 
we are nothing but a wallflower in world politics, a 
nation that has the German mark on its banner, which is 
always ready with moral appeals but is unwilling to lend 
arms and strength to justice. We had better get used to 11: 
one part of the world believes we are not capable of 
doing anything while another thinks we are capable of 
doing really everything. 


Some manage to accuse the Germans of being cowardly 
malingerers one day and dangerous, ambitious people 
the next. A man like Conor Cruise O’Brien, who before 
reunification was painting the specter of the “Fourth 
Reich” on the wall, is even able to criticize the Germans 
for being forgetful of and obsessed with power in one 
breath. 


The world has changed since the end of the cold war. The 
united Germany still has to find its place and its role. It 
will have to assume greater responsibility, that is for 
sure. However, greater responsibility in international 
politics does not necessarily mean more enthusiasm for 
participating in military operations. Reasonable politics 
and an economic policy that also helps others are equally 
important. For Bundeswehr missions out of area and 
beyond reaily defensive purposes, humanitarian actions, 
like the current one in Somalia, will be in the toreground 
Combat missions—which nobody else is keen on, 
either—must remain the exception even once the Basic 
Law is changed. At any rate, it would be a matter of 
course that we consider the necessary steps anew in each 
case. There must not be any automatism in marching 
ahead and using force, and even less for German solo 
actions. 


We are living in a difficult fatherland—and in difficult 
times. Those who do not close their eyes to the past must 
not plunge into the future blindly, either. There is no 
absolute normality for us, and there are no history books 
containing instructions on how to act. Any occasion 
must be approached in an unbiased way, and dealt with 
honestly. The pragmatic decision must be backed by 
moral considerations. Yet, conversely it 1s also true that 
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“moral conviction cannot become immediately politi- 
cally effective” (Juergen Habermas). 


To bring what is practical and moral by careful exami- 
nation and cautious planning to the denominator of 
what is necessary and possible in each individual case— 
that is the task of politics. Those who fulfill this task will 
not be pursuing a special course. 


Social Union Parties Sever Links 


LD2404170093 Hamburg DPA in German 1521 GMT 
24 Apr 93 


[Text] Leipzig (DPA)}—The Bavarian Christian Social 
Union [CSU] will immediately stop support of its east 
German sister party, the German Social Union [DSU]. 
This was announced by CSU Secretary General Erwin 
Huber at the CSU [as received] national party congress 
in Leipzig today immediately after the election of the 
new [DSU] party chairman, Roberto Rink, who is seen 
as a supporter of expanding the party's activities into 
western Germany. At the same time, German Finance 
Minister Theo \. rigel will relinquish his post as DSU 
honorary chairmai 


Huber added that the CSU Presidium will be disap- 
pointed to hear of the decision by DSU delegates. The 
DSU performed an historic service during the course of 
German reunification, and the CSU will “look back 
fondly” on its cooperation with the DSU. 


Prior to his election, Rink, the new DSU chairman, once 
again spoke vehemently in favor of spreading the party's 
base into western Germany. “We no longer wish to be a 
majority-provider for the CDU and CSU,” he said. 


The previous party leader, Reinhard Keller, who 
opposed expansion, is no longer available for elected 
office following his defeat. He did not rule out the 
establishment of a new party to the right of the Christian 
Democratic Union. 


SPD Restituition Principle Stance Viewed 


93EN0383A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 13 Apr 93 p 1 


{Editorial by Friedrich Karl Fromme: “Restitution Is 
Not the Greatest Evil’’] 


[Text] The SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] 
argues that the so-called ‘return before restitution” 
principle for settling unresolved ownership problems in 
the territory of the former GDR impedes economic 
development, especially in building and repz.-ing 
housing. Still everybody knows that the word “princ.ple” 
only means a “Yes, but.” The exceptions are stated in 
paragraphs 3 through 5 of the Law on the Regulation of 
Unresolved Ownership Issues, which was passed by the 
GDR People’s Chamber, included in the Unification 
Agreement and since then has been amended twice. 


First of all, there is the inventory of expropriations 
between 1945 and 1949—a problem in itself and increas- 
ingly a cause for skepticism. The return of real estate 
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property which was expropriated later, that is, under the 
direct responsibility of the GDR Government, is 
excluded, “particularly” (indicuting that the listing is 
incomplete) in instances where significant construction 
changes were made, a property was opened for public 
use, and was part of the “complex home building” 
program (the GDR name for satellite construction 
regardless of ownership). 


All of these exceptions are understandable. In cities 
destroyed by the war, many properties became part of a 
new Street, a public structure or a new building. It makes 
no sense to change all of this back for the sole purpose of 
returning the property in its orginal dimensions—which, 
by the way, would hardly be of interest to the original 
owner. Less convincing is the exception from the prop- 
erty-return “principle” in cases where the right to user- 
ship or the ownership was acquired in an “ethical way” 
during the GDR period. Everyone in the GDR knew that 
a piece of land he had purchased used to belong to 
someone whom the SED [Socialist Unity Party of the 
GDR] had expelled by applying economic pressure or 
even worse action, that the price was well below the 
prewar price. The “GDR citizen” would justify his 
purchase by telling himself that, unless he bought the 
property at the established, ridiculously low price, some- 
body else, a “party bigwig,”” might have done so. While 
this is human, it is not exactly “ethical”—especially in 
the case of property acquired during the final stage of the 
GDR. 


Meanwhile, as a result of two legal amendments, the 
situation of the “original owner’’—the word sounds a bit 
like the little man who stands in the woods, quietly and 
silently—has been deteriorating. Those who want their 
property returned to them must compete with investors 
and make an immediate binding decision. At that point, 
the original owner usually has nothing to say, except 
express his feelings. It really is no longer a matter of 
giving priority to the return of a property over restitu- 
tion. 


This oftentimes-punctured principle is not the real 
obstacle. A deliberate attempt is being made to overlook 
the fact that return and restitution have one thing in 
common: The authorities must examine whether, in fact, 
there exists a claim for one or the other. The offices for 
unresolved property issues are not adequately staffed. 
They need well trained mid-level or higher-level officials. 
The former GDR did not have this type of employee, 
and attracting “guest officials” from the west is difficult. 
There is no point in hiring former GDR Government 

‘tkers. They tend to hold on to the former ownership 
“acquisitions,” and they find it difficult to deal with the 
complex legal situation, which 1s based on the equality- 
before-the-law principle and now applies to all of Ger- 
many, to find in each concrete case—close to 2 million 
‘“cases”’ in the former GDR—a justifiable, though legally 
voidable solution. For instance, the devolution of inher- 
itance must be reviewed and documented. That applies 
equally to both return and restitution. 
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It is not the fault of the principle that progress is 
sometimes slow. It is due to weak administration. In the 
new laender, its complexity, imported from the west, 
makes excessive demands on the citizens; on the other 
hand, it expects unfamiliar things from them, including 
giving up something which—despite a guilty con- 
science—has become a cherished habit in the decades of 
GDR rule. 


Coming to terms with the GDR heritage is difficult 
enough. And it does not help if, in line with western 
political custom, the opposition puts the blame for every 
political blunder on the ruling party, going so far as to 
question their good will. On both sides, there is ideolog- 
ical suspicion: The CDU [Christian Democratic Union], 
and the FDP [Free Democratic Party] even more so, are 
accused of wanting to return the villas to their former 
owners, without shying away from displacing outpatient 
clinics or old people’s homes (“‘closing-time homes” )}— 
there is still time to go and see how pouriy equipped the 
latter were. Actually, the SPD should be careful not to 
join the SED’s anti-private-property feelings in the form 
of ownership alienation [Eigentumsfremdheit]. It has 
helped work out the unification treaty and hence shares 
the responsibility for “return instead of restitution.” 


This applies to all parties: While the GDR was in 
existence, there were bitter complaints about the way it 
treated personal property. To continue this attitude after 
reunification cannot be the solution. Restitution for the 
majority of those who are not getting their property back, 
is meager enough. The standard value in 1935 was at that 
time already a fraction of the market value. Unless it is 
possible to return the property (with a property levy), the 
restitution funds would have to come out of tax receipts: 
hardly an acceptable burden for the federal budget. 


SPD Seen Damping Engholm Successor Debate 


93EN0383B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 13 Apr 93 p 12 


{Article by Volker Zastrow: “Skepticism Is Lodged in the 
Backs of Their Minds—The Kiel Social Democratic 
Party of Germany Is Still Helping Avoid Anxious Ques- 
tions by Regulating Discussion”’} 


[Text] “We are not allowing them to force us into a 
debate”—this is the principle these days of the Social 
Democrats in Schleswig-Holstein. It applies to every- 
thing. There is the discussion of Engholm’s successor as 
minister-president. Several have raised their hand: 
Bundestag Deputy Gansel, who used the opportunity to 
distance himself from Engholm; faction chairman 
Boernsen, who is not popular because of his overbearing 
demeanor and has been made aware of it at various 
occasions; then EC and federal Minister Walter and land 
Chairman Piecyk but neither is considered to be a 
political heavyweight; finally, Engholm’s deputy, 
Finance Minister Simonis, who benefits from the fact 
that she is well respected and, in addition, a woman. For 
that reason, she is believed to have the best prospects. 
The only thing is that this must no’ be discusssed, 
especially not within the party. Althougn it was Engholm 
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himself who brought up the topic when he announced his 
move to Bonn in the summer of 1994. 


Neither does the Kiel SPD [Social Democratic Party of 
Germany] want to be forced into a debate of the “drawer 
affair” (cash payments to former Barschel Press Depart- 
ment Chief Pfeiffer). Least of all by the newspapers. In 
recent weeks, Engholm and Jansen had put their contacts 
with journalists on ice. Now Engholm is now talking 
again but only about topics of his choosing. Jansen 
remains in seclusion. I'« is awaiting his interrogation by 
the investigating committee in good spirits. Everything 
will be completely cleared up, he notes. After that, 
Jansen, who is currently suffering from a painful slipped 
disc, will once again be available. 


Even among themselves, the Social Democrats are 
talking surprisingly little about any details of the drawer 
affair. He who asks few questions, spares himself 
answers. For the time being, they have agreed to observe 
their rules for what they say. Wherever the caller is 
turning, these rules can be heard. On Jansen, they merely 
are saying: Whatever you would not believe from any- 
body else, you can believe it from him. It is well known 
that the man who enjoys the respect of all parties has his 
“social quirk.” He deserves solidarity. Not only Eng- 
holm said so. 


It is kept a secret that Engholm’s circle of advisers and 
his emissaries, who came to the hospital in a constant 
stream of visitors, did in fact put Jansen under strong 
pressure to resign. Jansen did not want to; from the very 
beginning, he showed himself to be pugnacious. Even 
immediately prior to his resignation, he appealed to the 
party ina VORWAERTS article: “We must pull through 
this together."” He would “fight with all available 
means.’ A resignation would be “misinterpreted and 
would feed misrepresentation, against which we must 
stage a common defense.” The article was never pub- 
lished; at the request of the party leadership—it was 
retrieved from VORWAERTS at the last moment. 
Immediately afterwards, Jansen gave up. He declined, 
however, to include his words of gratitude to Engholm in 
the resignation statement, which had been drafted in 
Kiel. But do not talk of any break in their friendship 
because no such friendship ever existed. 


About Engholm, on the other hand, everybody agrees: By 
insisting on the requirement of confidentiality for his 
lawyer—who would have been able to clarify some 
matters—he exercised his right as a citizen. Giving it up 
would equate to turning the first sod for the grave of 
democracy. It did not remain unnoticed that Engholm, 
in his public statements, gradually distanced himself 
from previous positions—first, by denying any knowl- 
edge of specific developments and contacts, and later on, 
after a time-lag, of official or extensive knowledge. The 
minister-president, they say, should “‘state” his com- 
ments “in more precise terms” and “draw” the line 
“more precisely.”’ At issue 1s, they continue, the “inien- 
sity” of information. 
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Remarks of this kind indicate skepticism. For the time 
being, the latter is still lodged in the backs of their minds. 
They are denying the existence of any doubt; they do not 
want to admit it and perhaps do not want it to be true. 
Hence, it is probably a slip of the tongue when a deputy 
says that, if Engholm would in fact admit that he knew, 
it would “‘only be a change in quality.’’ She probably 
meant quantity but the fitting expression slipped out. 


Among the speech regulations, that is, both the external 
and internal considerations, is the behavior of former 
press spokesman Nilius, who handed the money to 
Pfeiffer under conspiratorial circumstances and who had 
had several previous contacts with him. Everybody 
views his actions as a “mistake,” as “‘peanuts’” and 
‘“*muddle-headed stories”—although admittedly, lies to 
the Barschel investigating committee are also part of it. 
And that there is rage and sadness within the SPD but no 
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distrust of the party leaders themselves—although a 
wave of resignations followed and many a local politi- 
cian complained bitterly. 


The fact is they do not want such debates. The Kiel SPD 
sticks to its unity. They maintain that whatever, if 
anything, Engholm has done wrong or known, it is 
nothing compared with Barschel’s “crime.” We are now 
dealing with “powerful interests,” they argue, who are 
intent on harming Engholm. Somebody, “whose political 
capital is based on his credibility,”’ can easily be tainted. 
As everybody knows, Engholm could prove dangerous to 
Kohl in 1994. This is what happened to Barschel in 
1987. And now Engholm’s dismantlement (that word 
turns up everywhere) is Kohl’s last hope. As for surviving 
such affairs, it applies to all cases: “There also was a 
Franz Josef Strauss. Such things do not only exist in 
Bavaria.” But Bavaria is so far away, they add. 
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Agriculture Minister Promises Farmers Firm 
Stand on GATT 


LD2304172493 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1600 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] The new agriculture minister had his baptism of 
fire this afternoon in Versailles, speaking to the 47th 
congress of the powerful FNSEA, the powerful Federa- 
tion des Syndicats d’Exploitants Agricoles [Farmers’ 
union]. FNSEA President Luc Guyot insisted on making 
Jean Puech feel at ease: 


[Begin Guyot recording] Mr. Minister, you are very 
lucky. You come before the FNSEA congress in a state of 
political virginity which gives little scope for criticism. 
[laughter] Your appointment is too recent, and you have 
not yet had time to decide and to act, nor therefore to 
disappoint us. Please savor this state of grace, Mr. 
Minister. But remember that there is little chance of it 
lasting. [end recording] 


Under these circumstances, Jean Puech did not really 
have much of a chance. Therefore, he proved very firm 
on the GATT issue: 


[Begin Puech recording] The French Government has 
decided to retake the initiative, to retake the initiative in 
a more constructive way, so as to step out of this 
impasse. The GATT negotiations concern a whole 
swathe of economic activities. Therefore, we must lead a 
global negotiation. Therefore, we will seek that France, 
the second greatest world exporter, and first in the 
Community, should be supported by its partners. France 
will then be able to be by their sides in other spheres. 
fend recording] 


Jean Puech promised an aid package for the farmers, 
which is to be announced on 7 May. 


Foreign Ministry: FRY Sanctions ‘Immediately 
Enforceable’ 


LD2604124293 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1200 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] The Quai d’Orsay [French Foreign Ministry] 
has made it clear that UN Security Council Resolution 
820 is immediately enforceable, the day after the rejec- 
tion by the Bosnian Serbs of the Vance-Owen peace plan. 
[passage omitted] 


Balladur-Koh! Meeting Opportunity for ‘Plain 
Speaking’ 

PM2304144593 Paris LE FIGARO in French 23 Apr 93 
pl 


[Jacques Jacquet-Francillon article: “‘Balladur-Kohl: 
Plain Speaking’’] 


[Text] Before leaving for Bonn, Mr. Edouard Balladur 
had warned us. We should not expect “exceptional 
results” from his first official meeting with Mr. Helmut 
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Kohl. The prime minister knows what he is saying. Had 
he said the opposite, no one would have believed him. 


Indeed, the new reductions in the Bundesbank’s bench- 
mark interest rates, the announcement of which was 
courteously timed to coincide with Mr. Balladur’s arrival 
on the banks of the Rhine, cannot be described as 
“exceptional results.”” Even if these expected measures 
move in the direction desired by France—a point on 
which the former government and the new government 
agree. 


This German “goodwill’’ gesture had been carefully 
prepared thanks to the delay necessitated in the Bonn 
meeting by the imperatives of the chancellor’s annual 
weight-loss treatment. Its importance could not be over- 
estimated, even if several central European institutions 
chose to follow suit and the Paris stock exchange cau- 
tiously welcomed the event. This is the fruit of healthy 
diplomacy, and on this point we can only welcome its 
renaissance. Why not express satisfaction at the fact? 


But, why conceal it, there is also the other stuff. All the 
other stuff. Particularly world trade problems—what is 
usually described by the term GATT. 


Mr. Balladur wanted to have—in his own words—a 
“totally clear discussion” with Mr. Kohl about this. The 
positions were well known: They are diametrically 
opposed. 


Bonn attaches great importance to the rapid conclusion 
of the Uruguay Round, the current stage of GATT. 
Germany expects France not to block these talks merely 
out of a “selfish” concern to defend its farmers’ interests. 


Paris wants all-embracing talks out of an elementary 
concern not to isolate “‘its” agricultural issue from the 
bargaining as a whole and thus to keep a trump card in 
its hand. 


It was unlikely that the face-to-face Franco-German 
meeting could magically erase this conflict of interests. 
That was not its purpose. The important point—and this 
was Mr. Balladur’s objective—was to create an opportu- 
nity for plain speaking. To put the issue squarely on the 
table. And that is precisely what happened. 


The essential point was that, leaving aside a difference 
which will prompt plenty more diplomatic duels yet, the 
two partners see a clear desire to stabilize the Franco- 
German partnership, which has been slightly dented by 
the world crisis, more than ever as an absolute essential 
for the continuation of European building. 


That is plenty in itself. At any rate, no one can doubt that 
this was the objective that the prime minister set himself 
for his first official trip abroad. In this respect he has not 
wasted his time. 











14 FRANCE 


Balladur Meeting With Lebanese Counterpart 
Viewed 


NC2404172893 Beirut Radio Lebanon in Arabic 1530 
GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Dispatch from the NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY team 
in Paris] 


[Text] A round of talks and a working luncheon 
involving Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri and French 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur ended at the French 
Prime Ministry at 1500 Paris time, 1600 Beirut time. 
The two prime ministers left the Prime Ministry, with 
the French prime minister escorting al-Hariri to the car. 
There, journalists asked Prime Minister al-Hariri about 
the results of the talks. He said they were good and that 
he received an official invitation to visit France. The 
date of the visit will be decided between the two coun- 
tries. Al-Hariri also said the talks dealt with all issues. 
Here is what the prime minister said: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] How 
were the talks? 


[Al-Hariri] Good. 


[Correspondent] What about the future of bilateral rela- 
tions after the political change in France? 


[Al-Hariri] They are in their best form. We discussed all 
issues. I received an official invitation to visit France... 


[Correspondent, interrupting] When will you take it up? 


[Al-Hariri] We will fix the date together. God willing, 
many things we discussed today will have already been 
put in practice for the good of the two countries, partic- 
ularly Lebanon. 


[Correspondent] Did you discuss the economic develop- 
ment plan? 


[Al-Hariri] (?Of course.) [end recording] 


The French prime minister made no statement after the 
meeting. 


Balladur Pressed To Speed Legislation 


PM2304 104593 Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Apr 93 
pp 1,8 


[Olivier Biffaud article: ““Government Suspected of 
Inertia. UDF Expresses Impatience; Deputies Would 
Like To Hear What Ministers Have To Say”} 


[Text] Its mistake is to want to avoid making mistakes by 
doing nothing. The hallmark is a big zero. That is 
doubtless a caricature. But it sums up several assess- 
ments made in the corridors of parliament. It expresses 
in a nutshell the impatience that is beginning to emerge 
in certain quarters of the parliamentary majority. 
Edouard Balladur is not yet evoking a spirit of insurrec- 
tion, but the prime minister’s softly-softly strategy is 
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prompting some increasingly insistent grumblings 
among parliamentarians. Some people are complaining 
of having no one to answer on behalf of the ministers. 
The ministers, despite repeated invitations from com- 
mission chairmen, are notable for their absence. They 
are said to have “nothing to say for the moment.” 


In fact since his arrival at the Hotel Matignon Edouard 
Balladur has skillfully imposed a general gag on the 
government and its parliamentary majority. Ministers 
are under orders to say as little as possible about it. That 
is aeuphemism. Defense Minister Francois Leotard and 
Pascal Clement, minister delegate for relations with the 
National Assembly, have already paid the price for their 
hasty remarks. The two UDF [Union for French Democ- 
racy] ministers have been curtly sent off to study their 
portfolios. The message was clear: The government's job 
is not to talk but to make set-piece statements. 


The prime minister’s entourage is even hinting that it 
would be appropriate for ‘“‘ministers to adopt the same 
pace as their prime minister.”” At any rate, in a way a 
strange impression of inertia has suddenly stolen over 
the actions of the Balladur government. In a boomerang 
effect, Edouard Balladur’s desire for consensus is turning 
into inaction. 


“There’s a lot in the pipeline,” the Hotel Matignon is 
assuring people. “And when this comes in from the 
offices,” it adds, “there is going to be a real burst of 
documents.”’ Hence the current impression of a vacuum, 
which is all the more remarkable in view of the fact that 
the Right’s election victory was overwhelming and the 
appointment of Edouard Balladur, so ballyhooed in 
advance, might have suggested that the production of 
government bills would be set in train more swiftly. In 
order to fill this vacuum while ensuring that there will be 
no misfire from the majority, of which, according to 
institutional practice, he is the ‘natural leader,” the 
prime minister is working ceaselessly to secure the cohe- 
sion of the Right. Tuesday was typical from this view- 


point. 


As he had done the previous week with his RPR [Rally 
for the Republic] “companions” led by Jacques Chirac, 
the prime minister met with the UDF partners among 
the majority. During the morning he received a delega- 
tion of the liberal confederation headed by its chairman, 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing. The latter has intimated that 
he asked his interlocutor for “swift, vigorous, and con- 
sistent implementation of the UDF-RPR government 
plan.” The suggestion sounded like a warning. 


Edouard Balladur took the opportunity of his appear- 
ance that afternoon before the Assembly's RPR group to 
offer an implicit reply to Valery Giscard d’Estaing. 
According to his remarks as reported by Bernard Pons, 
chairman of the group, the master of the Hotel Matignon 
stated that he wants bills “properly prepared in calm and 
tranquillity.” Meaning safe from pressure from the 
impatient. 
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The European Reef 


This did not prevent Philippe Vasseur from returning to 
the assault Wednesday morning on France 2 TV. The 
Republican Party secretary general demanded that “‘sig- 
nificant signs of progress’’ appear “between now and the 
summer.” “For the moment bitter medicine has merely 
been announced. The patient can see no sign of recovery. 
It could be time for him to see the fever abate,” he said. 
Taking on board the legislative message of 28 March, 
Philippe Vasseur stated that his party’s role is, in partic- 
ular, to express “the impatience that exists in the coun- 


try.” 


The UDF clearly has no intention of allowing itself to be 
lulled by the government head’s strategy of glossing over 
controversy. Consequently there is latent conflict 
between the RPR and UDF to see who is going to best 
represent the electorate’s priorities and expectations. 


Nevertheless, the question of reforming the electoral 
method for the European elections was not raised either 
at the morning meeting with the UDF, during the lunch 
for the leaders of the majority, which for the first time 
brought Jacques Chirac and Valery Giscard d’Estaing 
together at the side of the prime minister, or at the 
conference between the Assembly chairmen, which he 
wanted to attend in person. Nor was it raised during the 
meeting of the RPR group. Far more than the decentral- 
ization of vocational training, which is the issue on 
which the UDF is focusing its impatience but which the 
RPR downgrades to a “technical problem,” this electoral 
reform to regionalize the poll is going to crystallize all the 
differences between the two groupings within the 
majority. 


Whether in a placatory measure or a refusal to take up 
this electoral change, whose strongest supporter is 
Jacques Chirac, at the chairmen’s meeting Edouard 
Balladur did not mention this bill in the working pro- 
gram laying down the agenda of parliamentary work for 
the next few months. And even for the period until the 
spring session... in 1994. 


The Hotel Matignon stresses that in this case it is a 
matter of a private bill, not a government bill. Neverthe- 
less, the staff of Charles Pasqua, minister of the interior 
and decentralization, is working hard on the question. In 
his general policy statement to deputies on 8 April the 
prime minister declared: ““You will doubtless want to 
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consider the electoral method for the elections to the 
European Parliament in order to bring citizens closer to 
their elected representatives.” 


Adopting a more positive tone a week later in remarks to 
senators, he said: “You will have to consider...” It is true 
that, speaking 5 April on Europe |, Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing warned that he himself will head a UDF list in 
the 1994 elections. He is still keen to get the electoral 
better of the RPR. 


This is more a question of rivalry w..n the UDF than of 
the unlikely competition between two neo-Gaullist 
national lists—one pro-Maastricht, the other anti. While 
the argument of bringing voters closer to their elected 
representatives can be accepted, in the background there 
is above all the need for the RPR to dilute the impact of 
a probable victory by pro-European liberals led by 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing just one year before the presi- 
dential election. Regional lists could help this venture to 
succeed. 


It goes without saying that, in order to avoid being 
dragged down the “unacceptable” slope of a Europe of 
regions, friends of Jacques Chirac are suggesting 
grouping together small regions or parts of regions. 
Besides Adrien Zeller, UDF-CDS [Social Democratic 
Center] deputy from Bas-Rhin, the UDF leaders, 
including Yves Galland, chairman of the Radical Party, 
and headed by Charles Millon, chairman of the UDFC 
[expansion unknown] group, are strongly opposed to 
this. Gerard Fuchs, responsible for international rela- 
tions in the PS [Socialist Party], believes that this is a 
“political swindle,” while Michel Rocard expresses sur- 
prise at the “urgency attached” to this reform. The 
Communists and the extreme Right are also opposed to 
it. 


For the RPR—and this was doubtless the aim that 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing was pursuing—since Jacques 
Chirac could not head a national list after the annoying 
precedent of 1979, maintenance of the status quo would 
force the party to strongly dissociate itself from the 
UDF. Eyes might then turn to Philippe Seguin, chairman 
of the National Assembly. The PS made a similar choice 
in 1989 when it made Laurent Fabius head of its list. It 
is easy to see in the case in question that the RPR 
leadership would not want to have this option as its last 
resort. 
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Bossi Says Lega Ready To Govern 


93ES0567A Milan L’EUROPEO in Italian 9 Apr 93 
pp 18-22 


[Interview with Umberto Bossi by Massimo Fini, place 
and date not given: “Palazzo Chigi, Here We Come’”’} 


[Text] Bossi Speaks: ‘‘We are prepared to govern, and 
when we come to power, even the south will vote for us.” 
“The coup d'etat is a real danger, even if our generals are 
asses. Orlando? He’s the worst of them all. Segni? I don’t 
trust him.” “‘The Lega will never split, because I am the 
Lega.” 


Interviewing Bossi, other than a “quickie” while at 
Montecitorio [Chamber of Deputies], is no longer an 
easy task. It still has not reached the point as with 
Qadhdhafi, for which it is necessary to remain inside 
that damned hotel in Tripoli for weeks waiting for a 
benevolent signal from the leader. 


But even here one has to keep calling on the phone for a 
couple of days before receving that liberating ring. This 
is a negative as well as a positive sign for the Lega. It is 
positive because this means that Bossi no longer is the 
Italian political scene’s whipping boy. It is negative 
because the “‘senatur” runs the risk of losing contact with 
the people, which, until now, has been his great strength. 


[Fini] Honorable Bossi, they say that things have gone to 
your head. 


[Bossi] I haven’t noticed that. I am a man of the people, 
and that’s what I will remain. I am what I’ve always 
been. I work and I go forward, one step at a time, as has 
always been the case. 


[Fini] Your yes for the referendum does not smack very 
much of “one step at a time,” rather it seems like 
gambling for all or nothing. A research project by AREL 
[Agency for Research and Legislation] stated that with 
the majority system you would cut the number of par- 
liamentarians by half even if one were to hypothesize a 3 
percent increase over the 5 April results, with 3 percent 
and 5 percent less for the DC [Christian Democratic 
Party] and the so-called United Left respectively. The 
majority system could benefit the Lega Lombarda only if 
one could imagine a further, clamorous decline by the 
traditional parties and a new overwhelming advance 
scored by you. Isn't this risky, seeing that with the 
proportional system you were already ahead of the 
game? 


[Bossi] Perhaps. But if we were to choose no, then we 
would have to explain to the people that with the 
proportional system two or three legislative sessions or at 
least two or three elections would be necessary in order 
to settle things properly. In the meanwhile, Parliament 
would be completely destabilized, in the hands of the 
Khomeinists of the situation, of those who want “the 
worse it gets the better”, of Communist Refoundation, of 
riff-raff such as Gianfranco Fini, who clamors that 
“Mussolini is returning.” But Mussolini is not coming 
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back, and neither is Uncle Joe Stalin. The Lega is here to 
set things straight for these wickedly conservative par- 
ties, which are even more conservative than the present 
administration. Nevertheless, in such a chaotic situation, 
without any possibility of creating a government, any- 
thing could happen, even a coup d’etat. 


[Fini] Our armed forces, Honorable Bossi, do not have a 
tradition of staging coups. 


[Bossi] This is true, and we have generals who, more or 
less all of them, have embarked on careers more for 
political reasons than for a sense of duty. However, be 
aware that during an unstable situation and grave eco- 
nomic crisis, even asses at times can become dangerous. 
Therefore, it is better to have a majority system which at 
least guarantees an administration. In my opinion, more- 
over, AREL figures are wrong. With a single-round 
majority system we will not lose. We will win big. I travel 
around and organize meetings, and I know much more 
than AREL does. With the single round, in Lombardy 
only one party will come out ahead, and its name is Lega. 
The sarae goes for Liguria and Piedmont. And the DC 
has even departed the Veneto region. You will have to 
explain to me how the Christian Democrats, with a 
single round majority system, could even get one Parlia- 
ment member in a direct confrontation with us in the 
north. 


[Fini] Yes, but tell me how you will get even one vote 
from the south? 


[Bossi] Certainly, for now, in the south, we will not get 
any. However, the majority of the population lives in the 
north, not in the south or even in the center. In addition, 
it is the north that pays, and the south will have to think 
twice before not voting for the Lega, because then the 
country will be split in two. Furthermore, I think that the 
Lega will need much less time to penetrate the south than 
it took here in the north. This is because if down there 
the regime stays afloat making use of the bartered vote, 
it serves little purpose to be elected to govern and 
represent that kind of people. 


[Fini] However, this presupposes that you win the refer- 
endum gamble of 18 April, and then we are back where 
we began. In any case, if things go well for you and you 
become the country’s third force, you wiil have to ally 
yourselves with someone. Who will you choose, the 
Christian Democratic Party or the Democratic Party of 
the Left [PDS]? 


[Bossi] For openers, I wish to come out of the electoral 
booth with more votes than the PDS, because then the 
Lega will have the deck of cards in its hands. Then, I will 
go with whomever gives me the most guarantees on a 
whole series of things, among which, in first place, is the 
item of federalism, namely the reform of the organiza- 
tion of the government. However, I foresee another 
danger, and that is that the DC and the PDS may, 
following the referendum, try some tricks to cut the Lega 
out. An example of this may be the approval of the 
two-turn majority system like the French have. Then, 
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with the cattle auction that would result, really everyone, 
big parties and small, could gang up on the Lega, which 
is the only true, anti-regime movement. If they were to 
try this coup, the general alarm would be sounded 
throughout the north. And the Lega cut out and left 
outside is much more dangerous than the Lega on the 
inside. We, after all, are the ones who guarantee the 
system’s maintenance, by channeling the thrusts, the 
anger of the people. Therefore, it is clear that if we 
noticed that all they were doing was to try to kick us out, 
then we would become much less tolerant, and we would 
unleash all this anger. 


[Fini] Very well, you want to assume power. But ar2 you 
prepared to govern? At first glance, one wouldn't think 
so. I know that in Rome you send your parliamentarians 
to management school. 


[Bossi] I think we are ready. Certainly, we are lacking in 
experience, this is true. But let’s remember that this state 
was created by young men who came down from the 
mountains with tommy-guns in their hands, and they 
had much less experience than we have. 


[Fini] In short, how many of your men measure up? 


[Bossi] Among the parliamentarians, at least ten could be 
ministers. Then there are about another forty very able 
people, and the rest which really are not that well 
prepared. That is why we are sending them to school. 
These are the same percentages of the other parties. 


[Fini] You favor a free market economy, business, and 
industry. Nevertheless, when talking about local focus, a 
kind of anti-industrialism is implicitly present. If the 
point you espouse is recovering and conserving one’s 
roots and one’s identity, it is not possibly simply to 
accept worldwide economic globalism and allow Coca- 
Cola to rule supreme everywhere. 


[Bossi] We are not localists, but rather federalists, which 
is something else. Localism is an exclusion process based 
on ethnic origin. We value socioeconomic diversity, but 
we are also in favor of cooperation among al! peoples. 
This doesn’t mean welfare, because welfare is sterile, 
non-productive, and leaves things the way they are. 
Cooperation means helping all the souths of the world, 
including ours, to grow, making use of its own strengths 
in a relationship that is of reciprocal advantage to the 
state, let us call it donor, as well as to the receiver. Or 
else, as we have seen in Africa and in our south, the 
system does not work. 


[Fini] What program do you have for the south? 


[Bossi] To begin with, that the people in the south invest 
in the south. Then, we will think of lowering taxes on 
those investments that create jobs. However, this tax 
relief is to be applied after the jobs have been created. 
We have seen many, too many cornerstone layings which 
then remained just that and whose sole scope was to 
syphon off monies from ihe government. 
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[Fini] It appears to me, Honorable Bossi, that you have 
abandoned any hypothesis of secession. 


[Bossi] Look, things such as these cannot be decided by 
political elites. It is socioeconomic reality that deter- 
mines them. If the people in the north were to have 
chosen to secede, it probably would have solved its 
problems. But the socioeconomic reality of the north, its 
citizens, its businessmen, have made it very clear to us 
that they do not favor secession, rather they want feder- 
alism. The Lega’s leadership group has taken note of this. 


[Fini] Earlier, you mentioned free enterprise. Which 
one? Small, medium, or large? 


[Bossi] We favor small and medium enterprise and, cum 
grano salis [with a grain of salt], we are against big 
business, because big business, thanks to its structure 
and its nature, tends to build for itself a dominant 
position, one of monopoly. Federalist liberalism is anti- 
monopolist liberalism. 


[Fini] But even in you case, big business, when it is 
necessary, raises no problem. For example, Berlusconi 
has been drawn to the Lega without, it seems to me, 
having disturbed you very much. 


[Bossi] All big businessmen are attracted to whomever 
wields political power and thus the numbers to affect 
governments. 


[Fini] Yes, but what we want to know is if you would let 
it run loose, as Craxi did. In short, within your federalist 
liberalism, will Berlusconi still own three television 
networks? 


[Bossi] Berlusconi owns three television networks 
because, it just so happens, there exist three RAI [Italian 
Broadcasting Corporation] networks. There is monopoly 
on one side, and there is monopoly on the other 


[Fini] Which justifies neither of the two. 


[Bossi] Certainly. However, I would not begin with 
Berlusconi, but I would start off with RAI. With RAI 
gone, then one can make all the choices one wants, 
because it is clear that one cannot have a private 
monopoly. Let the government begin by giving a good 
example. 


[Fini] One hears, Honorable Boss;, that lately the Lega 
has lost a bit of steam. 


[Bossi] Absolutely not! 


[Fini] However, it was the Rete and not the Lega to 
protest Conso’s infamous decree. 


[Bossi] The fact is that on that day the Rete had already 
planned a rally for other reasons, to make its existence 
known. Then it found that decree on its hands and took 
the bull by the horns. It was damned lucky. 


[Fini] But sometimes you have to deserve to be lucky. 
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[Bossi] But the Rete is not the one carrying out the 
revolution. The worst thing in circulation is called Rete, 
and it is a Catho-Communist mixed bag. 


[Fini] Funny, I though there was something that united 
you. In the end, you are the only two new political forces 
that have appeared on the Italian political scene. You 
could have united and gone into opposition. 


[Bossi] That could be. It would be logical. And, if the 
truth be known, at the beginning, I was very aware of this 
hypothesis. But I have only been disappointed. Orlando 
does nothing but take on Catholics and Communists. 
And I haven’t yet understood his terror at challenging in 
the ring the old forces of the referendum. He ran away 
when faced with the majority system that he himself 
helped to bring into existence. It is true that there still is 
a possibility of uniting, if he gathers votes from the south 
and we from the north.... But in all sincerity, I don’t trust 
the man. Orlando is not tainted by the Bribesville 
scandal merely because he was not a member of Parlia- 
ment and, therefore, did not have to produce a budget. If 
that had been the case, he would have ended up like all 
the rest because he was propped up by funds of dubious 
provenance. 


[Fini] Fine, now we have taken care of Orlando. And 


Segni? Do you trust Segni? 


[Bossi] No. I always felt that Segni was a good Christian 
Democrat and, thus, in the end, all the maneuvers for the 
referendums would eventually benefit the interests of the 
DC, assuming that it wasn’t the DC to come up with the 
maneuver in the first place, as was the case many times 
in the past. Our game plan was the very one of accepting 
the challenge and reaching the crucial moment with such 
strength in public opinion so as to climb in the ring and 
win that what had initially been set up to make the 
Christian Democrats victorious. 


[Fini] Let’s go back to the “softening” of the Lega 
Lombarda. Be truthful, Bossi. Isn't it the case that as you 
are now moving nearer the government with giant steps, 
you feel the need to leave behind some of your more 
radical aspects? 


[Bossi] At this time we must not lose the votes of those 
who used to give them to us, even those who voted for us 
out of protest, even generically, or even for no significant 
reason at all, if you like. At the same time, we need to 
husband the votes of those who see in the Lega the 
possibility of achieving that for which we have struggled. 
We are aware of the difficulties of keeping together both 
the former and the latter. In the past, few succeeded in 
this. For us, this is a challenge. Thus, we have begun 
wearing ties, but you should know that, from the point of 
view of character and determination, we have not 
changed. In addition, is it more dangerous for the 
government to have the Lega join the administration or 
for it to go on yelling a bit? 
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[Fini] But the risk really is that once part of the govern- 
ment, you will be unable to keep together the many 
disparate elements of the Lega. 


[Bossi] Look, you are talking with the secretary of the 
Lega, who gathers together 99 percent of the Lega’s 
members. Where I go, the others will follow. I am the one 
who made the Lega. I am the Lega. 


Lega Acquires New, Larger Headquarters 


93ES0569A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in italian 
10 Apr 93 p 11 


{Article by Guido Passalacqua: “Via Bellerio, Bossi Has 
His Castle... 14 Billion Lire and 250 Rooms, but the Lega 
Can Afford It” 


(Text] The movement's new headquarters has been found: 
It is a three story building in the Milan suburbs. Soon this 
address will compete with other famous ones such as 
Piazza del Gesu [Christian Democratic Party headquar- 
ters, Rome] and Botteghe Oscure [Democratic Party of the 
Left headquarters, Rome]. In order to pay, Lega members 
obtain public financing from the parties. 


Milan—Three stories of offices, two mezzanine floors, 
7,000 square meters in all, lost in the Milan suburbs 
between the Niguarda Hospital and the Comasina, the 
road travelled by a large part of the chaotic traffic that 
comes and goes from the Brianza area and the hinterland 
north of Milan. 


This is a symbolic zone for the Lega, the link between the 
electoral reservoir of Varese, Como, Monza, and the 
metropolis. In fact, it is here, in the former Meazzi 
pharmaceutical plant, squalid like all the structures of 
this type when they are abandoned, that the Lega Nord 
will have its national headquarters, for the paltry sum of 
13 or 14 billion lire. 


Via Bellerio 44. There are no luxuries, no scaffolding, no 
gates, no guard rails. It is a small factory no longer in use, 
in the style of the 1970's and 1980's, using glass and 
prefab slabs, and with a large ““Meazzi" sign on the roof. 
This presumably will be substituted by an equally large 
sign, that of Bossi’s Lega with a picture of Alberto da 
Giussano with a large sword nearby. All around, there 
are small, struggling patchs of grass. 


Via Bellerio is a secondary road, hemmed in by the 
uninterrupted traffic of the Como highway and Via 
Fermi, a street overwhelmed by small factories and 
anonymous condominiums. However, Umberto Bossi 
hopes that the great Lega wave that will conquer Rome 
will be launched from here. This address, in truth not at 
all prestigious, not at all elegant, and actually downright 
hard to find, is supposed to replace, as a symbol of real 
power, that of the Roman palaces. Via Bellerio 44 versus 
Via del Corso [Italian Socialist Party headquarters, 
Rome], Botteghe Oscure and Piazza del Gesu. Industrial 
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suburbs of Milan versus historical structures, three floors 
designed in the ““geometrist style’’ versus old and presti- 
gious structures. 


Things on a Grand Scale 


As is usually he case, when it comes to organization, the 
Lega does things in grand style. It is a grand plan of 
Umberto Bossi’s, and therefore no one dreams of being 
parsimonious. In fact, the movement is spending and 
expanding, always careful, however, in a Milanese way 
not to overstep itself. In fact, for their new national 
headquarters, Lega members are going to invest a good 
portion of the funds they are about to receive, probably 
for the last time, from the public party financing pro- 


gram. 


Of the 7 billion lire that the followers of Alberto da 
Giussano expect to receive, at least 5 billion are ear- 
marked for the new headquarters. The person who 
handled the financial operation, Umberto Balocchi, a 
deputy from Chiavari, aged 49, and who works as a 
condominium administrator, described the Lega’s future 
headquarters as “an immense building”. 


In effect, there are 250 rooms, 7,600 square meters, plus 
an additional 2,500 meters set aside for green areas and 
parking, (“all surrounded by high security wall,” stated 
Balocchi). All of this is having an effect on the other, 
traditional parties, which appear incapable of paying off 
the debts of the past. Conversely, in such lean times, the 
Lega is paying out several billion lire for the purchase of 
the former plant in Via Bellerio. The agreement is 
scheduled to be signed following the Easter recess (Baloc- 
chi is off on a cruise), at least according to the estimates 
made by the weekly PANORAMA. The seller is suppos- 
edly the Santa Marta Real Estate Agency, which is 
reportedly linked to a real estate agent in Como, one 
Virgilio Battanta, suspected of having purchased a prop- 
erty on Via Lomazzo from the Pio Albergo Tribulzio [the 
Milan old-folks home involved in triggering Kickback 
City] owned by kickback-receiver Mario Chiesa. Bat- 
tanta is also rumored to have been awarded the contract 
for the external cleaning of Palazzo Marino, seat of the 
Milan prefecture during the Pillitter: administration. 


The Lega receives about 7 billion lire a year of public 
funding. How will it be able to cover the other 6-7 
billion? According to Balocchi, the only delegate who 
followed the financial negotiations when the Lega Nord's 
federal council approved the operation 90 days ago, 2 
billion lire will be paid out immediately, and the rest will 
be covered with a 10-year loan. With regard to the loan, 
some names of banks that are interested in the operation 
have come to the surface. Specifically, these involve the 
Savings Bank of the Lombard Provinces, San Paolo of 
Turin, and the Bank of Naples. 


“We have always been able to buy without much 
money,” stated Mario Formentini, president of the 
“Lumbard” deputies. “Thus, we decided to invest in real 
estate while taking some healthy economic steps.” In 
short, this is a purchase that goes against the current. So, 
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while major historical parties have serious problems 
with their budgets and some are on the brink of failure 
and when in Milan the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] lets 
go of its headquarters on Corso Magenta because it can 
no longer afford to pay the rent to the Pio Albergo 
Trivulzio and while the DC [Christian Democratic 
Party] is about to move out of Via Nirone and the PSDI's 
{Italian Social Democratic Party] secretary closes and 
locks the rooms in Via Dogma, the party’s Milan head- 
quarters, sends keys and unpaid bills to the national 
secretary, the Lega is expanding and 1s investing in great 
style. 


Impoverished Aristocrats 


Formentini, the candidate for mayor of Milan, stated: 
“We are not like the other parties; we are not impover- 
ished aristocrats forced to leave prestigious buildings 
and consume the inheritance if our wives and children. 
The Lega is like a diligent artisan who invests his savings 
wisely. Our savings were invested in the new headquar- 
ters and in the organization.” 


And Roberto Maroni, vice secretary of the Lega deputies 
explained: “It will be a central meeting place on a 
national scale, something that was needed at the old 
headquarters in Via Arbe. And despite the fact that we 
had moved there just a short time ago, we just couldn't 
Stay there any more.” 


The facilities in Via Bellerio will be the Lega’s third 
national headquarters in little less than five years. The 
first was in Piazza Massari, in Milan, in an apartment 
owned by one of the first Lega members. It contained a 
few refurbished rooms with the telephone operator 
working out of the kitchen, Bossi’s office in the bedroom, 
and the conference room in the former living room. The 
Lega then moved to another building, still in Piazza 
Massari, at which time it moved its headquarters to Via 
Arbe, near the Pirelli plant. Now, only the national 
headquarters of the Lega Lombarda will remain behind 
in Via Arbe. 


[Box, p 11] 
And Now the Parties Are Knocking on Bank Doors 


“Victims” of the Mani Pulite [Clean Hands] magistrates, 
the parties are attempting to cope with their frightening 
deficits by knocking on bank doors in an attempt to 
obtain a few lines of credit. The party in greatest diffi- 
culty 1s the PSI [Italian Socialist Party], as was reported 
in an inquiry of the parties’ financial situation which will 
be published in the weekly IL MONDO. According to 
the publication, the PSI's bank debts total 103 billion 
lire. With this figure in mind, banks were to have 
extended a line of credit to the party, now under the 
leadership of secretary Giorgio Benvenuto, of only 52.9 
billion lire, while the figure needed was of 77.2 billion 
lire, with a resulting difference of about 25 billion lire. 


The figure of 103 billion lire was reached, according to 
data published in IL MONDO, by adding an additional 
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125.8 billion lire in financing allowed in the past. The 
weekly claims, moreover, that the PSI’s difficult posi- 
tion, with a total of 160 billion lire in debts, has forced 
administrative secretary Maria Magnani Noya to ask for 
further aid from the banks. 


If the PSI is in tears, the other parties are not laughing. 
The weekly reveals, for example, that the PDS [Demo- 
cratic Party of the Left] has approximately 340 billion 
lire in debts, even if they are in large part covered by 
concrete guarantees backed up by the party’s immense 
real estate patrimony. The inquiry further revealed that 
businesses controliec by the party are the ones where the 
most significant financial agreements and debts are 
processed, resulting in sums that are much more sizeable 
than those reported in official balance sheets. A shocking 
case was the one involving the Suedtiroler Volkspartei, 
whose 1991 budget included a debit of 1.1! billion, while 
the party-controlled company Eigenheirm has accrued 
debits of 16.3 billion lire. In order to balance the 
accounts, the company had to place on the active side of 
the ledger a total of 15.6 billion lire, whose provenance 
remains unclear, out of a total of 17.5 billion lire. 
However, many other controlled companies are in sim- 
ilar straits, though they might conceal fully respectable 
patrimonies, considering that real estate holdings are 
listed at prices greatly inferior to those of the market- 
place. The positive balance of the DC’s company, which 
owns hundreds of real estate holdings throughout the 
whole of Italy, is of 89.1 billion lire. According to IL 
MONDO, the DC even has a company that owns the 
party’s automobiles, called SAVAM, and owns vehicles 
valued at more than 2 billion lire. The budget in the 
black for compa: ©: controlled by the PDS totals |82.4 
billion lire. The smallest is that of the PSI, which totals 
only 29.2 billion lire. 


Scalfaro ‘Freezes’ Budget Pending New 
Government 

PM2304113093 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
22 Apr 93 p17 


[Fabrizio Ravoni report: “Scalfaro ‘Freezes’ Budget’’] 


[Excerpt] Rome—({President] Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
stopped them under starter’s orders. Yesterday morning, 
Piero Barucci (Treasury Minister) and Nino Andreatta 
(Budget Minister) submitted an adjustment budget to 
[Prime Minister] Giuliano Amato worth 13 trillion lire 
{L}]. Everything was ready, from the decree to increase 
value added tax from 4 to 9 percent on certain goods, to 
cutting Treasury expenditure. Some L5.5 tnilion in 
increased revenue and L7.5 trillion from spending cuts 
were envisaged overall. All that was needed to launch the 
measures was a cabinet meeting, and it was on the point 
of being summoned. Then Giuliano Amato consulted 
with the Quirinale [president's palace}. The head of state 
raised some institutional queries. Could an outgoing 
government approve a measure of this kind? The answer 


was “no.” So the financial ministers backtracked. And 
the hot potato of the budget has been tossed into the next 
government’s lap. 


No sooner will the new executive have approved the 
measures necessary to set the state accounts straight this 
year, however, than it will have to turn its attention 
immediately to the financial bill for 1994. “In June,” 
Andreatta announced, “a new cash flow report is 
expected. Immediately thereafter, in July, both the 1994 
financial bill and next year’s state budget will have to be 
approved.” In short, the government seems to have 
every intention of taking IMF advice. IMF envoy Mas- 
simo Russo, who has been examining the state accounts 
over the past few days, speaking in Boston, renewed his 
request that “the new Italian Government, whoever it 
may be, must immediately give clear signs that it will 
continue to set public accounts straight. The 1994 finan- 
cial bill must be approved before the summer.” In 
Russo’s view, that is the only way the country can regain 
international credibility and cut interest rates. But not as 
much as Harvard economist Rudiger Hornbusch 
hypothesized when, speaking yesterday, he stressed the 
need to consolidate the debt and to cut rates on public 
bonds to | percent above inflation. [passage omitted] 


Bossi: DC, PSI, PDS Plotting Against Segni 
93ESOS994 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 21 Apr 93 
p2 


{Interview with the secretary of the Northern League, 
Umberto Bossi, by Daniele Vimercati; place and date 
not given: “Bossi’s Ultimatum to the PDS: You Have to 
Say Whose Side You Are On”’} 


[Text] Rome—The yeses won the referendum battle and 
risk losing the war. The words of Umberto Bossi. The 
secretary of the League has already forgotten the success 
at the ballot box and is thinking of the government, 
reforms, elections. A very rapid sequence, according to 
his plans. But “everything depends on the PDS [Demo- 
cratic Party of the Left]” which “intends to betray the 
referendums by allying itself with the DC [Christian 
Democratic Party] and the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] to 
prolong the legislature.” And this is the ultimatum: “In 
15 days it will be clear whether there will be a new 
electoral law, at that time it can be decided whether to 
have elections right away, in July, or wait until October.” 
But instead, the PDS, “which has the deck in its hands 
and has to deal a card, wants to “drag things out,” 
subverting the meaning of the referendum which is a 
resounding “everyone go home.” 


[Vimercati!) What makes you think that the PDS ts 
holding the cards? 


[Bossi] Easy: the referendum won, electoral surveys say 
that the PDS is in good condition, it is surrounded by the 
outstretched hands of the other centralist parties that are 
trying to gain time. It has to decide whether to be with 
those people or with the renewal front that has tri- 
umphed by bringing in an 82 percent yes vote. 
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[Vimercati] What do you think Occhetto should do? 


[Bossi] He should propose a government of technicians 
Or an institutional government, but led by Spadolini and 
not by Napolitano, who is with the PDS and therefore 
unacceptable to the DC. 


[Vimercati] Will he do it? 


[Bossi] I do not believe so. I fear that, instead, he will not 
move, or he will make impractical proposals to keep 
Amato in place and continue as before. 


[Vimercati] For what purpose? 


[Bossi] To win a lot of votes in Milan and Turin, gain 
time, and deflate Segni, who would win a lot of votes 
today on the wave of enthusiasm from the referendums, 
but will soon lose momentum because he has no organi- 
zation behind him. 


{Vimercati] This, in truth, is also in your interest. 
[Bossi] That is not true. 


[Vimercati] Of course. The Popularists for Reform also 
take votes away from the League. 


[Bossi] I believe, rather, that they take away support 
from the DC. Martinazzoli needs a year to change the 
party’s name, reorganize, and let people forget the Tan- 
gentopoli and the Mafia investigations. This is why he is 
extending his hand to the PDS. If Occhetto lets time go 
by, he is making a handsome gift to the DC and is 
betraying the referendum front that wants real change. 


[Vimercati] The DC and PSI also won the referendum. 


[Bossi] Let’s not kid around, please. This referendum 
was won by the citizens. Martinazzoli and Benvenuto 
saw which way the wind was blowing and went with the 
winners. 


[Vimercati] Would a Segni government please you? 


[Bossi] It is useless for me to say what I would like. There 
are so many of those vetoes in the way here. The DC 
cannot stomach Segni and, basically, neither can the 
PDS, which risks a split between those who supported 
the referendum and those who did not. Napolitano, I 
repeat, will never make it because of the DC’s veto. 
Therefore, either Amato remains, or Spadolini or a 
technician will succeed him. I fear that, in any case, there 
will be an understanding between the DC, PSI, and PDS 
to pull the rug out from under Segni. 


[Vimercati] Do you think the understanding will also 
affect the electoral law? 


[Bossi] I really believe so. They will try to introduce the 
two-turn electoral system for Senate elections as well as 
for the Chamber, and meanwhile they will reorganize. In 
short, they will use the referendums to survive. 


{Vimercati] Which electoral reform would you prefer? 
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[Bossi] That which emerged from the referendum: the 
single member constituency. But even the run-off elec- 
tion does not bother me; the League will win anyway. My 
proposal is: electoral reform right away and elections 
immediately afterward, in October. Or, on the other 
hand, if nothing can be decided, we hold elections right 
away, and we let Segni take his 8 percent. In any event 
he, too, in the end, will join the new liberalist and 
reformist movement, of which the League will be the 
driving force. 


[Vimercati] Then you have decided to place yourself in 
the moderate sector? 


[Bossi] I have no intention of allowing myself to be tied 
down in any old-fashioned spectrum. I only know that on 
one side there will be a liberalist, federalist, reformist, 
and modernist on the one hand, and on the other side, 
there will be the wreckage of statism from all of the 
political tendencies, gathered under Occhetto’s banner. 
Segni will be with us, I believe. Anyway, he cannot 
remain alone; he has no organization, and he is only the 
expression of a passing opinion. What can he do, make a 
career of referendums? 


[Vimercati] You speak of reformism, of liberalism. What 
do you want to become, the new PSI or the new DC? 


[Bossi] The PSI, during the last 20 years, was Craxi. 
Today, in fact, it no longer exists. | believe that Bettino 
attempted a very subtle maneuver, to wedge himself 
between the two colossi, the DC and the PCI [Italian 
Communist Party]. We will do the same, but with quite 
different strength. And we will break up all the old 
formations. Therefore, we are not the PSI. Perhaps it 
would be more correct to say that we are the new DC. 
But without the corruption, the Mafia, and having our 
butts glued to the seats of power. 


PRI Against Another Amato Government 


93ES0600A Milan L’INDIPENDENTE in Italian 
22 Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by Stefano Caviglia: “The PRI Has Decided: It 
Will Say No to a Second Amato Government.”} 


[Text] However, the party risks splitting between those 
who would participate in the next government and those 
who support remaining in the opposition. 


Rome—Has the moment of truth arrived for the Ren tb- 
lican Party [PRI]? The meeting the other nigt: ~ uged 
to avoid a clash over the eternal dilemma of tt « govern- 
ment. The rejection of a second Amato gov.inment is 
unanimous and so, in theory, is the willingness to take 
part in a government that is created “‘under the sign of a 
break with the past.’ Another even more crucial issue 
follows closely behind: that of the party's future. The 
idea of moving rapidly toward its dissolution, for which 
Enzo Bianco and the other supporters of the Democratic 
Alliance are working, meets with stubborn resistance 
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from the old guard. They are not yet fighting, but they 
are giving each other more and more dirty looks. 


“The meeting of party leaders concluded with a unani- 
mous vote.” In front of the journalists, the current 
deputy secretary, Giorgio Bogi, is anxious to deny imme- 
diately the rumors of disagreement between those who 
would take part in the next government and the sup- 
porters of the opposition (which is now a classic situation 
for the Republicans). These rumors had been encouraged 
when the meeting ran longer than expected. He 
explained under what conditions the Republicans could 
take part in a new majority: “We are willing to support a 
government that is created outside party considerations, 
led by a prime minister who is able to gather a wide 
consensus from the yes’ front and who is completely 
dedicated to electoral reform and to elections under new 
rules.” 


They all swear that they agree on this point. Dodo 
Battaglia, identified as always as one of the presumed 
supporters of “government participation,” denies any 
split and complains about this worn out label. “Yester- 
day, I didn’t even speak out during the meeting. There 
are the minutes of the meeting, and there is no need to 
add anything else.” The meeting’s minutes repeat the 
same conditions for participating in government that La 
Malfa had set before being served with his notice of 
investigation. So everything is just fine? Certainly not. 
Before, those requests were almost impossible, but now, 
after the referendum landslide, the chances of the 
Republicans participating in the government are a dis- 
tinct possibility. And relations between the various 
minds of the party are becoming more tense and more 
guarded. Guglielmo Castagnetti is certainly uneasy. He 
is vice president of the parliamentary group in the 
Chamber of Deputies close to Giorgio La Malfa and 
opposes more energetically than ever the prospect of 
merging the PRI into the Democratic Alliance. What 
made him nervous was the latest statement from Enzo 
Bianco who proposed Mariotto Segni as a prime minis- 
terial candidate. “What are you doing? We said we were 
not going to mention names so no one would be 
cheated.”” And since that is what was happening, he 
himself suggested Giovanni Spadolini as a candidate, 
who, more than anyone else, would be able to take the 
PRI into the government in the twingling of an eye. In 
other words, the leadership voted unanimously, but the 
problem, according to Castagnetti, is that everyone 
wants to do whatever they feel like. “In a party,” he 
argues in conclusion, “the opinions of the majority are 
what count. That is, if the PRI still really wants to 
consider itself a party.” This problem will not be 
resolved before the autumn, not before the congress. 


Disagreement Reigns Over Next Government 


93ESOS99B Milan L’INDIPENDENTE in Italian 
22 Apr 93 p 3 


[Article by Giovanni Negri: “Let Us Give Command to 
Segni”’] 
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[Text] The debate is heating up over the choice of candi- 
date to be prime minister. 


He wants the leader of the referendum movement at the 
head of the government: “He is the only guarantee of 
electoral reform and early elections.’’ The Christian Dem- 
ocratic Party rebels: ‘We do not take orders from 
anyone.” 


Rome—Outside, there is the Italian Spring, the revolu- 
tion of the yeses, with impudent students chanting 
“dissolve the Chambers” in front of Montecitorio 
{Chamber of Depiities] and the ineffable Gabibbo who 
bursts into Palazzo Madama [Senate] causing panic. 
Inside, instead, the crisis is winding down. The Amato 
government, immobilized in expectation of the referen- 
dums, is drawing its last breath. Members of Parliament 
gather in the Transatlantico [deputies’ lounge], reciting 
the rosary of the names of candidates for the prime 
ministership and betting: We will wind up voting in 
June, in October, at most within a year, who knows. And 
meanwhile the party leaderships are using the old tactic: 
tossing the names of decoy candidates into the meat 
grinder of partisan ands malicious rumor, keeping the'r 
real cards secret. 


Only Umberto Bossi and Mario Pannella speak out. The 
leader of the League wants Mario Segni to be prime 
minister, “the only guarantee that electoral reforms will 
be carried out and that elections follow soon afterward. 
We are ready to support a government led by him, 
independent of the parties, but not to enter into the 
executive. The League’s problem is not that of adding 
another place at the table.” 


Pannella, on the other hand, to forestall the possibility of 
a supergovernment by the DC [Christian Democratic 
Party], PDS [Democratic Party of the Left], and PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party], and to frustrate a deal on the 
electoral law that would seal the union, explains: “I am 
not a candidate for prime minister, Amato has all the 
qualities necessary to govern, and I intend to form a new 
parliamentary group that will be called democratic.” But 
the DC moves immediately to let it be known that Segni 
is not acceptable (“‘We do not take orders from anyone,” 
says Gerardo Bianco), and the PDS and PRI [Italian 
Republican Party] repeat their categoric no to a new 
edition of the Amato government, with vetoes formal- 
ized in meetings of their directorates. And then? Then 
the maneuvers continue, useless meetings and old poi- 
sons, in a monotonous routine [preceding word in 
English] broken only by disquieting reports (a letter 
bomb discovered under an automobile a few steps from 
Parliament) and more pleasing appearances (Sgarbi the 
magician makes the incendiary Carla Salerno appear, the 
latest discovery from his stable, in the Transatlantico). 
Therefore, the recitation of names of candidates con- 
tinues, without much conviction, for use in the official 
circulars. Ciampi? He is not interested, he already has 
too much to do at the Bank of Italy. Prodi? He is not a 
member of Parliament, and Scalfaro wants someone who 
has been elected by the people. Andreatta? The DC is 
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keeping him in reserve, but he is in favor of the first- 
past-the-post election rule. Elia? “Well, in fact,”’ a mali- 
cious DC figure says, “he is half institutional, half 
parliamentary, and half Cathoiic-Communist. Perhaps 
he would make a good half prime minister.”” In mid- 
afternoon, at the Montecitorio stock market, the shares 
of the “institutionals,”’ those who preside over institu- 
tions, begin to rise, Giorgio Napolitano [president of the 
Chamber], and Giovanni Spadolini [president of the 
Senate], immediately provoking an entire series of 
“buts.”” But the DC could never accept Napolitano, 
especially if put forward in that way by Occhetto. But 
Scalfaro does not like Spadolini; he regards him only as 
a last resort, and he would leave the presidency of the 
Senate dangerously vacant. But, at the very end, what 
does institutional government mean, what should it do, 
since an agreement on the electoral law and an interpre- 
tation of the referendum yes vote are not yet in sight? 
And the game of leapfrog over the prime ministership 
goes back to square one. Occhetto and Benvenuto meet 
at PDS headquarters for over an hour: “There has been 
some clarification,” the secretary of the PDS murmurs 
mysteriously, while his opposite number in the PSI 
explains, “We are not on two different planets, we must 
aim toward a government broad enough to carry out 
institutional reforms.” Then, in the afternoon, the grand 
chorus of the parties, supreme alibi and secure refuge 
from the crisis: “Naming a government? Naturally, that 
is up to the president of the Republic,” all members of 
Parliament, on the right and everywhere else, explain— 
those “whose voices Scalfaro intended to hear.” 


Napolitano, Elia Chances of Premiership Seen 
Improving 

PM2304135593 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23 Apr 93 p3 


{Unattributed report: ““‘Institutional’ Candidates on the 
Way Up”) 


[Text] The day the government crisis began, Giorgio 
Napolitano’s and Leopoldo Elia’s ratings in the succes- 
sion to the Palazzo Chigi [government seat] are 
improving. They are institutional candidacies— 
Chamber of Deputies speaker and former Constitutional 
Court chairman—which seem to be the most suitable for 
getting a very complex change of regime off the ground. 
Still in the race are also Bank of Italy Governor Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi and Senate Speaker Spadolini. [Out- 
going Prime Minister] Giuliano Amato’s chances are 
fading, while DC [Christian Democratic Party] hostility 
continues to be an obstacle to [Popular Reform Move- 
ment leader] Mario Segni. 


Consultations on New Government Begin 
93P20138A Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1330 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] [Announcer Tiziana Ferrario] Good day. After 
Prime Minister Giuliano Amato’s resignation following 
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the long parliamentary debate, [President Oscar Luigi] 
Scalfaro begins consultations today on the new govern- 
ment and who should lead it. No party delegation has so 
far gone to the Quirinale [presidential palace]. Let’s link 
up with Fabrizio Ferragni. Ferragni, what is happening? 


[RAI Uno Reporter Ferragni] The consultations will 
officially begin this afternoon at 1630, when the presi- 
dents of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, 
[Giovanni] Spadolini and [Giorgio] Napolitano, will 
come here. Then will come the delegations of the Suedt- 
irol-Volkspartei, the mixed groups of the Chamber and 
Senate, and then the Pannella List. The consultations 
should have begun this morning, but the two former 
presidents of the Republic, [Giovanni] Leone and 
[Francesco] Cossiga could not come. Leone called Scal- 
faro and justified his absence by serious health problems. 
Cossiga instead justified not coming as showing respect 
for the head of state and Parliament, since the charge 
against him is still pending in the Senate. There are 
expectations on how the party delegations will be com- 
posed; that is, whether officials under investigation will 
also come. It would seem not, but this choice will be left 
up to the individual parties. The accute moment of these 
consultations is nevertheless foreseen for Sunday 
morning when representatives of the [Italian] Socialist 
Party, the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left], and the 
Christian Democratic Party [DC] will go to the Quin- 
nale. Therefore, it is a very hypothetical timetable. 
Someone is already venturing the possibility of 2 nomi- 
nation between Sunday and Monday. It must be remem- 
bered that it was on last Friday that Scalfaro pressured 
for a parliamentary crisis, and that is what occurred. The 
head of state then set three objectives: collaboration, 
responsibility, and speed. We will see if the political 
forces will also accept this invitation of the president of 
the Republic. That is all from the Quirinale. 


[RAI Uno Reporter Cesare Pucci] The one announced 
yesterday will go down in history as the first crisis 
opened in Parliament. In fact, the parties discussed the 
post-Amato government in the halls of Montecitorio 
{Chamber of Deputies]; a discussion on a possible gov- 
ernment and on things that cannot be postponed: elec- 
toral law for the Chamber, for which the PDS asks for a 
two-turn system, which for now [Mario] Segni is not 
opposing, and the economic situation. The dialogue 
continued last night between the two principal parties, 
the DC and the PDS, with a six-member meeting: [Mino] 
Martinazzoli, together with the group leaders of the 
Chamber and Senate, [Gerardo] Bianco and [Gabriele] 
De Rosa, and [Achille] Occhetto, with [Massimo] 
D’Alema and [Giuseppe] Chiarante. A fruitful discus- 
sion. This was De Rosa’s opinion: An agreement is 
taking shape on the program, both as to the electoral law 
as well as to the economic situation, the DC Senate 
group leader explains before the beginning of the DC 
directorate meeting which is taking place mght now at the 
Camiluccia [Rome district]. There is a reciprocal will- 
ingness to reach an agreement, says De Rosa, and he 
explains there was no talk of who should be tasked with 
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forming the government: it will be the head of state to 
choose that person. Naturally, De Rosa said, Napolitano 
and Elia remain valid candidates. At any rate, the DC 
group leader added, it has been agreed that we must 
come to an agreement within 24 hours; therefore an early 
fact seems certain’ the hypothesis of an agreement 
between DC and F DS is being played out at this time. 


Scalfaro Expected To Name New Prime Minister 
26 Apr 


AU2504 144293 Paris AFP in English 1425 GMT 
25 Apr 93 


[Text] Rome, April 25 (AFP)—Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro finished three days of consultations with 
political party leaders Sunday [25 April] and is expected 
to name a new prime minister Monday (26 April]. 


Since the resignation of Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 
on Thursday [22 April], Scalfaro has been hunting for a 
politician to lead Italy’s 52nd government since World 
War II. The new government’s primary task will be quick 
implementation of electoral changes ahead of new legis- 
lative elections. 


Scalfaro Sunday met with the heads of Italy’s three main 
political parties in the Quirinal Palace. He met with the 
Socialist Party chief, Giorgio Benvenuto, Achille 
Occhetto, leader of the former Communist Party now 
renamed the Democratic Par.y of the Left, and Mino 
Martinazzoli, leader of the Christian Democrats. 


Voters expressed their wishes for a change in the political 
system during a referendum vote April 18 and 19. The 
vote was held amid an ever-widening corruption scandal 
that has devastated Amato’s four-party coalition govern- 
ment. 


Scalfaro must now make a difficult choice in a political 
atmosphere that has been sullied by the burgeoning 
political corruption scandal and the electorate has said 
“enough.” 


The president is expected to choose a political leader 
with institutional duties such as the president of the 
chamber of deputies, the senate or the constitutional 
court. Otherwise Scalfaro may choose a politician from 
among the names recommended to him by the political 
parties. 


Scalfaro could widen the current center-left coalition to 
give the new government more stability during its fragile 
early days as it tries to implement electoral reforms. 


Announcement of Designate Delayed 


LD2604114293 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1030 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Zero hour—the announcement of the prime 
minister designate—was supposed to arrive this 
morning. However, it has now slipped to this afternoon. 
Head of state Scalfaro should make the appointment for 
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the formation of the new government in a few hours’ 
time. The favorite in the betting for the new president of 
the Council of Ministers is Romano Prodi, an economist 
and former president of IRI [state holding company], 
who is supported above all by the Christian Democrats. 
Following mutual vetoes, the candidacies of Leopoldo 
Elia and Giorgio Napolitano seem to have finally faded. 
Referendum leader Maro Segni and Ciampi, governor of 
the Bank of Italy, still remain in the running, however. 
Let us go over to Maurizio Ferragni at Monecitorio 
[Chamber of Deputies]. What is the latest news? Has the 
betting on the president of the Council of Ministers 
changed again? 


[Ferragni] [Passage omitted] As you were saying in the 
studio, the spotlight seemed to be, or seems to be, on 
Romano Prodi. But a few minutes ago an agency report 
said that his candidacy has now faded. This follows a 
meeting between Occhetto, Ripa di Meana, and Rutelli. 
[passage omitted] 


Speculation; Scalfaro Summons Ciampi 


LD2604125493 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1130 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] It was supposed to be a morning of decision, 
but it did not work out that way. President Scalfaro was 
supposed to announce the name of the chairman of the 
council of ministers charged with forming a new govern- 
ment, but everything has slipped to the afternoon. [pas- 
sage Omitted on speculation about the next prime min- 
ister] 


Let us go to Montecitorio [Chamber of Deputies]. Fab- 
rizio Ferragni, among all the uncertainties, what are the 
hard facts? What can we believe? 


[Ferragni] [passage omitted] Until this morning, as you 
were saying earlier, at least if the headlines of certain 
national daily papers are to be believed, the name that 
featured most frequently was Romano Prodi, the cele- 
brated economist who was head of the IRI state holding 
company for seven years. Late this morning speculation 
seemed to be fading. The other names that remain in the 
running seem to be Azeglio Ciampi, governor of the 
Bank of Italy; Mario Segni; [former Constitutional Court 
President] Leopoldo Elia; Giorgio Napolitano [leader of 
the lower house of parliament]; and [former Prime 
Minister] Giuliano Amato. Among the numerous tele- 
phone conversations and direct contacts, one in partic- 
ular needs to be singled out. A meeting took place at 
Scalfaro’s private residence during the morning between 
the head of state and Giuliano Amato. [passage omitted 
On various parties meeting] 


[Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian at 1229 GMT 
on 26 April carries an item that Bank of Italy Governor 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi has been “summoned to the 
Quirinale [presidential palace] by President Scalfaro] 
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Broader Government Foreseen 


LD2604 144593 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1245 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Text] In a special news bulletin devoted to the 
announcement that Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, governor of 
the Bank of Italy, is to be asked by President Scalfaro to 
form the next Italian Government, correspondent Fab- 
rizio Ferragni reported from the Montecitorio [Chamber 
of Deputies] that the Ciampi appointment means that 
the government will be broadened. 


[Begin Ferragni recording] The fact that Ciampi has been 
picked means one thing, in effect. It means that the 
government majority will certainly be broadened. 
Without a doubt, the Republicans—who yesterday 
declared their willingness to support Ciampi as a pos- 
sible candidate—will join the government. So the orig- 
inal four-party Amato government will presumably also 
be joined by the Republican Party. We will have to see if 
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any other party will then choose to support this appoint- 
ment in some way and in some form. [end recording] 


Ferragni said that there is no confirmation at this 
moment of a rumor circulating since the day before 
yesterday that Ciampi was not sure whether he wanted 
the job. 


Lira Soars on News of Ciampi 


LD2604133493 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1300 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Ciampi Summoned; Lira Soars’”—Teletext headline] 


[Text] Hardly had Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, governor of the 
Bank of Italy, been summoned to see President Scalfaro 
at the Quirinale [presidential palace] at 1800, where the 
latter is to confer on him the task of forming the new 
government, than the lira soared on the currency mar- 
kets. The German mark, which had opened this morning 
at 942 lire went down to 930, while the dollar, which was 
initially trading at 1,473 lire, went down to 1,456. 
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Gonzalez Supports Austria’s Bid for EC 
Membership 


LD2204210393 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 22 Apr 93 


[Text] In Vienna, Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez has repeatedly expressed support for Austria’s 
candidacy for EC membership. Felipe Gonzalez showed 
this unreserved support for speedy negotiations to this 
end in the Austrian Parliament, in the joint news con- 
ference held with Chancellor Vranitzky, and during the 
lunch hosted by the Federal Economic Chiinber. 


Felipe Gonzalez, who will be received in the next few 
hours by Austria’s President Thomas Klestil, will reaf- 
firm in Vienna that Spain will not obstruct the ratifica- 
tion of the agreement for the creation of the European 
Economic Area, signed by the EC and the countries of 
the European Free Trade Association, to which Austria 
belongs. On this point Spanish Foreign Minister Javier 
Solana has said in Vienna that the European Economic 
Area will come into force early next fall. 


Tomorrow, Friday [23 April], Felipe Gonzalez will travel 
to Poland. 


* Missiles Needed To Comply With NATO 
Agreements 


93ES0571A Madrid ABC in Spanish 11 Apr 93 p 33 


[Article by Manuel Abizanda: “The Army Asks for Coast 
Missiles To Comply With NATO Coordinating Agree- 
ments”—first paragraph is ABC introduction] 


[Text] The Alliance entrusts Spain with the defense of 
the Strait of Gibraltar. 


Among the Army’s most immediate needs is the acqui- 
sition of coastal missile systems so that it may comply 
with the NATO coordinating agreement “Charlie,” 
which entrusts our country with the defense and control 
of the Strait of Gibraltar, military sources say. Although 
Studies were completed three years ago, budget cuts 
made it necessary to suspend any decision to incorporate 
such missiles. 


Defense of the area is currently in the hands of the 
Strait’s Coastal Artillery Command (MACTAE). Its two 
regiments have fixed emplacements with Vickers 1023 
152.4/50mm cannons with a range of 21,600 meters; 
Vickers Amstrong 305/50mm 1912’s with a range of 41 
km; and Vickers Amstrong 381-45mm _ 1920’s, the 
Army’s biggest. Although these artillery pieces, located 
in the zone of Algeciras and in Ceuta and Melilla, have 
great firepower, the appearance of ships and aircraft with 
mobility and speed mean that their accuracy is dimin- 
ished. This is true even though in the 1970's and early 
1980’s radar and directional firing systems were installed 
in place of the original mechanical telemeters. The new 
systems enable them to operate under adverse weather 
conditions and at night. Another weak point is their 
vulnerability resulting from their fixed positions. 
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Mobile Batteries 


Sources consulted say this is why the Army deems it 
essential to endow MACTAE units with mobile missile 
batteries as part of the modernization process under way 
in the command. These weapons “have increased range, 
accuracy, mobility, reaction time, and deterrent and 
multithreat capabilities because they can track several 
targets at once.” Another advantage is their low vulner- 
ability resulting from the fact that mobile batteries can 
change positions rapidly and are thus difficult to locate. 
This advantage would be even more marked if the 
missiles were of the so-called ‘fire-and-forget” type, 
which means there is no link between the projectile and 
the launcher, each equipped with its own guidance 
system. 


The same sources note that installing mobile missile 
batteries along the coast “‘would make it very difficult for 
unfriendly ships to pass and also facilitate control of this 
strategic zone.’ In addition to Spain’s own strategic 
needs, this mission results from the Charlie coordinating 
agreement signed with NATO that entrusts our Armed 
Forces with defense of the Strait. 


The need to incorporate this type of weapon began to 
emerge at the close of the past decade, when the Army 
embarked upon a plan to modernize its coastal artillery. 
A Combat Operations Center was set up within 
MACTAE in Algeciras and equipped with state- 
of-the-art facilities. In addition, a command and control 
communications system was installed and is connected 
with the fleet by “data link.” 


Several missile systems, including the Exocet, Harpoon, 
and Otomat, were studied, but successive budget cuts 
postponed their acquisition. According to the sources 
quoted, Bazan National Enterprise drafted a proposal 
for two mobile Exocet missile batteries equipped with 
two quadruple launchers each. The project, which 
included communications equipment, control consoles, 
and exploratory radar, plus a common maintenance unit 
and transport and spare elements, would have cost an 
estimated 6 billion pesetas. 


The Exocet M-40 missiles, famous for their use in the 
Falkland Islands war, have a range of 70 km, an inertial 
guidance system, and active radar. In addition, they are 
of the ‘‘fire-and-forget type,”’ meaning that once they are 
launched, their own guidance system leads them to the 
target, skimming the surface of the water. 


In addition to the area of the Strait, the Spanish Coastal 
Artillery has some 50 batteries located in the Baleares 
and Canary Islands. Some of these batteries are 
“corked,” meaning that they are not permanently 
manned, although their equipment is maintained and 
could go into operation if needed. 


While such batteries are still useful in the Strait as a 
deterrent and by virtue of their great firepower, the 
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Baleares '*.ands defense plans rely primarily on the Air 
Force’s fighter-bombers and the Navy's ships and air- 
craft. 


Gonzalez on PSOE’s Situation, Tasks 


PM2304103793 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 20 Apr 93 p 11 


{Rosa Paz and Mariano Guindal report: “Gonzalez Will 
Oust From Spanish Socialist Workers Party Those Who 
Disparage Other Comrades”’] 


[Text] Felipe Gonzalez called for PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party] unity again yesterday [19 
April], but on this occasion at the PSOE Federal Com- 
mittee’s plenary meeting he was even tougher than at 
previous meetings and warned that he himself will oust 
from the party those who “disparage other comrades,” 
according to what several of those present told LA 
VANGUARDIA. 


He added that it is “‘a mistake” to say that the internal 
problems have been “put on the back burner” until the 
next congress, because what has happened in fact is that 
they have been “resolved,” among other reasons because 
the PSOE is the force which is needed to rally the 
country. 


In fact, yesterday’s Federal Committee meeting—the 
first to be held since the Easter week crisis—lasted just 
over an hour and a half and took place in an atmosphere 
of unity and enthusiasm at the challenge of winning an 
election which Gonzalez himself described to the press 
as “more open than the previous election and with a 
rather more uncertain outcome.” 


Gonzalez appeared alone at the press conference, but 
five of the seven members of the political and electoral 
strategy committee, which met shortly afterward, were 
sitting in the front row. Narcis Serra, Jose Maria Bene- 
gas, Francisco Fernandez Marugan, Raimon Obiols, and 
Ramon Jauregui were there. He therefore took the 
Opportunity to explain that he met separately Sunday 
with Serra and Obiols, Benegas, Jauregui, and Maravall. 


Gonzalez did not repeat his tough warnings of expulsion 
before the journalists, but he explained that he had 
“apologized to the hundreds of thousands of comrades, 
supporters, and voters, who do not understand that 
discord sometimes occurs,” and that he also asked “that 
people set to work and that there be no apprehension in 
that, because it seems to me that there is no fundamental 
problem.” He specified that in those disputes “there is 
sometimes a certain degree of artificiality” and that an 
instance of this “is the fact that nobody disputes my 
heading the party leadership and the country’s political 
blueprint,” and he even asserted that those uncertainties 
are sometimes caused by the Socialists themselves 
“through our own clumsiness.’’ Nevertheless, he 
acknowledged that the PSOE is “plural, and there may 
be areas of friction.” 
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The only major speech at the meeting was that of the 
secretary general, although Federal Committee 
Chairman Jose Martinez Cobo also spoke to propose 
Gonzalez as the candidate for the premiership, which 
was unanimously endorsed. Martinez Cobo presented 
the candidate in an election “which we will almost 
certainly win,” and this met with a rejoinder from 
Santesmases of the Socialist Left current, who said: “We 
will certainly win.” 


Both before the Federal Committee and later before the 
press, Gonzalez insisted that he is confident that in this 
election “the electorate will be mobilized” which has 
supported the Socialist blueprint of change and the 
modernization of Spain since 1982 and which “will 
support us in the change which we hope to effect over the 
next four years, with full integration into European 
union, and with a country able to compete which has 
amply surmounted the current situation of difficulty and 
will be able to create jobs.” 


In order to achieve those aims of stability and renewal of 
change—the two basic ideas which Gonzalez reiterated 
yesterday—he starts from what has been achieved over 
the past 10 years and the conviction that there is “a clear 
awareness among many citizens that a government 
headed by myself,” he said, “is best able to achieve those 
aims.’’ He emphasized that it is necessary to be in touch 
not only with the left but also with the center in order to 
turn the Socialist blueprint into a national blueprint. 
According to him, this blueprint must be tackled without 
any concession to demagoguery. He therefore centered, 
among other things, the government’s tasks in the next 
legislative term on ensuring that the crisis “will be brief,” 
because Spain is better able than in 1982 to surmount the 
difficulties, continue the reforms in justice and in the 
labor market, and to meet the terms for participation in 
economic and monetary union, because, he said, 
although “it is not fashionable to speak of Europe, 
meeting the European challenge is vital for Spain.” 


Felipe Gonzalez emphasized on several occasions that he 
is prepared, if the public gives him a majority of their 
votes, to tackle those challenges and lead the country 
politically until 1997. He also showed himself willing to 
remain the party’s secretary general after the next PSOE 
Congress, if that is what the party members want, 
because he believes that “the task of leading the country 
politically should be compatible with that of leading the 
party.” He added that the new Executive Committee 
elected by that congress “is likely to include Alfonso 
Guerra.” 


He stated that “it is not very common” in parties “for 
everybody to believe that I should direct government 
and party tasks after 18 years as secretary general,” and 
that that alone fills him with gratitude to his comrades. 
This gave him cause, for instance, to respond to the 
criticisms from the People’s Party chairman by saying 
that “the day when Aznar inspires in his party half the 
trust which mine places in me, he will feel more relaxed.” 
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He also said of the People’s Party manifesto that he finds 
it “empty” and “lacking in substance.” 


* Report on Database for Use Against Terrorism 


93ES0573A Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 
11] Apr 93 p 18 


{Article by Xavier Rius: “Police Create Database To 
Intensify Battle Against ETA and GRAPO”} 


[Text] Barcelona—The General Directorate of Police 
has ordered the creation of Intelligence Analysis and 
Processing Groups (GATI), to provide databases. Their 
purpose is to intensify the battle against terrorism, 
especially that of ETA [Basque Fatherland and Liberty 
Group] and the GRAPO [October First Armed Revolu- 
tionary Group], as well as international terrorism. The 
personnel assigned to this task have the mission of 
processing and storing in computers all the operational 
intelligence on armed groups, thanks to a sophisticated 
injormation search and retrieval program. 


The GATI were already put into operation as an exper- 
iment during the Olympic Games in Barcelona, particu- 
larly in view of the need for extraordinarily rapid pro- 
curement of records on suspects. The aforementioned 
groups have now been expedited as a result of Circular 
Memorandum 83/92, signed by the deputy director of 
operations, Agustin Linares. It calls for an extensive 
reorganization of operational services, especially those 
pertaining to the Judicial Police and citizens’ safety, but 
also to antiterrorism. 


The general directorate also aims to increase the number 
of agents on street duty engaged in surveillance or 
pursuits. In its first point, the order cited specifies the 
intention of “gradually raising the number of officers on 
the deputy inspector and basic levels in the intelligence 
brigades, as the availability of personnel allows.” The 
circular memorandum also stipulates that officers on the 
executive level (inspectors and chief inspectors) will be 
the ones in charge of these analysis groups. The GATI, 
subordinate to each provincial brigade, have the mission 
of entering into computers all the useful data on ter- 
rorism: attacks, militants, commandos, operational 
methods, weaponry, and explosives. Police sources have 
claimed: “Sometimes, a mere detail concerning the 
remains of an explosive device is essential for finding a 
reliable clue to the one who has made it.” They continue: 
“For this reason, we must have the ability to enter into a 
computer the thousands of data that we have on ETA, 
the GRAPO, and other terrorist organizations.” 
According to police sources, the information search and 
retrieval program devised by police experts has been 
reviewed by technicians from the British Scotland Yard 
and, moreover, was praised by the FBI agents who 
visited Madrid last year to check its operation. The 
process, which makes it possible to obtain the record of 
a terrorist containing up to 70 items of personal data 
within a few seconds, is connected with Interpol’s main- 
frame computers in Lyon (France). 
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The introduction of the GATI is also intended to be a 
redirection for the intelligence services, aimed at using 
both the work of informers and systematic, meticulous 
data analysis. For this purpose, the Central Operational 
Service itseif, headed by Commissioner Julio Hierro 
since January 1992, has become revitalized during the 
past few months: In the latest operations conducted in 
France against ETA, last February, its agents partici- 
pated with the French police in locating the arms factory 
in Bidart and in arresting Pedro Maria Gorospe Lertx- 
undi, alias Txato, who was in charge of the arms apparat. 


Data Analysis 


The Civil Guard, on the other hand, collaborated in the 
discovery of ETA’s political files in an apartment near 
Paris, and in the capture of the Barcelona commando 
ex-member, Rafael Caride Simon, in Toulouse, 
according to sources from the security forces. 


The armed institution's antiterrorist chiefs have for 
years been really obsessed with the idea of using infor- 
mation search and retrieval in the battle against ETA. To 
give just one example, the 51 3th Command (Guipuzcoa) 
has nearly 40 agents assigned exclusively to data anal- 
ysis. 


* Basque Homeland Day Speeches Focus on 
Economic Crisis 


93ES0574A Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 
12 Apr 93 p 11 


{Unattributed article: “Arzalluz Criticizes ‘Violent Ele- 
ments That Drive Away Capital”’—introductory sen- 
tence in italics as published] 


[Text] Homeland Day speeches focus on the economic 
crisis. 


Bilbao/San Sebastian—In a speech delivered in San 
Sebastian yesterday on the occasion of Basque Home- 
land Day, Xabier Arzalluz, president of the PNV 
[Basque Nationalist Party], criticized those who unleash 
or back violence “that drives away capital” and then lead 
demonstrations protesting the crisis, a reference to the 
HB [Herri Batasuna]. 


He then added: “I think it is fine for them to agree and 
to be concerned about the economy and work for it, but 
they have no right to position themselves at the head of 
the demonstration and, above all, to say—as I have seen 
on HB posters—‘let them tighten their belts,’ not them, 
but everyone.” 


The PNV celebrated another political event with the 
Bilbao Exhibition. Like the prece ‘ing fair, its theme was 
“In a New World, a New Basque Country.” 


In the afternoon, Basque Solidarity (EA) and the Basque 
Left (EE) staged a joint event based on the slogan “With 
the strength of nationalism, the EA plus the EE.” It was 
an act of homage in memory of the historic nationalist 
Joseba Elosegal and at which the party's president, 
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Carlos Garaicoechea, criticized the PNV for claiming 
that emerging from the crisis was the top priority and 
self-government secondary. ““We say the two are insepa- 
rable,” Garaicoechea said. “It would be difficult for a 
people to go into a fight against an economic crisis using 
its Own resources.” 


Xavier Gurrutxaga, secretary general of the Basque Left, 
asked for a progressive, democratic nationalist front in 
order to overcome the crisis and isolate violent elements 
by means of elections. 


For its part, the Herri Batasuna held a meeting in 
Baracaldo at which it demanded the intervention of 
social agents in order to change the situation in which the 
Basque Country now finds itself. Jon Idigeras, 
spokesman for the coalition’s national board, called the 
crisis a “national emergency” and said the solution 
depends on independence. Thousands of people 
marched from Santurce and Bilbao to Baracaldo in 
response to the HB summons. They later demonstrated 
in the streets following the slogan “Our Economic 
Future: Independence.” 


Elsewhere, the Basque Socialist Youth, EGAZ, cele- 
brated Basque Homeland Day after 11 years during 
which the Socialists organized no event to commemorate 
the national holiday. The purpose was to “overcome the 
crisis of coexistence,” Melchor Gil said. The secretary 
general of the Basque Socialist Youth explained that the 
Organization has not traditionally celebrated Homeland 
Day, unlike the Basque Left (EGAZ) youth, which before 
the merger of the PSE-PSOE [Basque Socialist Party] 
and the EE did celebrate the event. 
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“It is our intention to overcome the crisis of coexistence 
in the Basque Country and the economic crisis,” Gil 
emphasized, “rather than to use this day to make Basque 
society even more tense.” For Gil, the possibility that 
Homeland Day might be of an institutional nature is 
something he has difficulty envisioning because “they,” 
he said, referring to the nationalists, “cannot agree. That 
is the business of the PNV.” 


Young Basque Socialists based their celebration on the 
slogan “Basque Homeland Day, a day for everyone.” “A 
Basque national holiday will one day come,” another 
speaker, Jon Larrinaga, said, “a day when no one will 
talk about politics and it will be a holiday. That is the 
goal of the Socialist youth celebration today.” 


Also speaking yesterday, moving away from the Basque 
Homeland Day events but relating to the economic 
problem, /endakari, Jose Antonio Ardanza said, con- 
cerning the frustrated attempt to reach a social pact with 
the unions and Basque businessmen, that “I will try 
again, if necessary.” Ardanza, who did not attend the 
events, repeated in an interview published by EL 
CORREO ESPANOL EL PUEBLO VASCO yesterday 
that “‘one cannot speak of failure” despite the lack of 
results of talks with employers and trade union confed- 
erations. 


Ardanza emphasized the importance of an institutional 
agreement on the economic recovery signed by the 
Autonomous Government and local deputies, an agree- 
ment whose most important measures provide for the 
creation of a fund of 40 billion [pesetas] for employment 
and tax exemptions for companies setting up business in 
the Basque Country. 
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Norway about either their population or way of life. 
¢ The average Norwegian. A clear schizm between 
* Opposing Views on Whaling Discussed Norwegians and foreigners. 
* Tradition, Symbol! Clash Two Movements 


93EN0358A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
7 Apr 93 p 13 


[Article by Ole Mathismoen: “Conflict on Income and 
the Whale as Symbol”—first paragraph is AFTEN- 
POSTEN introduction] 


[Text] The whale war is a battle about livelihood, principles, 
and a symbol. Currently it is mostly an icy war of words. 


Paul Watson, the leader of Sea Shepherd, is the excep- 
tion. He claims that two agents carried out sabotage 
against the whaling ship Nybraena i Lofoten on his 
orders. He turned words into action. 


When the government passed its whaling resolution last 
year, it was taken as a declaration of war by several 
dozen larger and smaller organizations around the 
world. In particular, the multinational Greenpeace threw 
itself eagerly into the fray. In the United States, it was the 
Earth Island Institute and the Humane Society that had 
previously run the whale campaign. Greenpeace had 
been most active in other parts of Europe. 


In the middle of May the International Whaling Commis- 
sion will meet in Japan to decide its position on commercial 
whaling, but Norway has announced that it will begin 
harvesting finback whales regardless of the result. 


Here are the principal actors in the upcoming whale war: 


¢ Whale fishermen who are fighting for income, liveli- 
hood, and their traditions. 

¢ Norwegian authorities who are fighting partly for the 
whalers and partly for the principle of sovereignty over 
their natural resources. This principle is crucial for the 
Norwegian economy: for oil, timber, agriculture, fishing, 
whaling, metals etc.—all are natural resources. 

¢ Foreign environmental organizations who are fighting 
for the whale, which has become the symbol for one of 
the environmentalists’ greatest victories. A whale is a 
whale—regardless of whether it is threatened or not. A 
sure winner who will bring in hard ca ‘h for new actions. 

¢ Animal protection organizations who fight for the fate of 
individual species in a world governed by human needs 
and pleasures. They have arguments about intelligent 
dolphins and whales which are imbued with human 
attributes, and they focus on methods used to kill them. 

¢ Researchers and scientists who feel that the whale 
population should be controlled in order to protect 
the fish resources in the sea. They point out that we 
know more about the whale than ever before, and 
that, apart from an ecological need for thinning the 
herd, there are more than enough finbacks to allow 
the surplus to be harvested. 

¢ Researchers and scientists who do not find an ecolog- 
ical reason for controlling the whale population and 
who are therefore highly skeptical about whaling. 
They use arguments about how little we actually know 


In the media, the environmental movement is often 
spoken of as a single group. That is erroneous. Both the 
Norwegian and the international environmental move- 
ment are extremely varied both in their perspective, 
argumentation, and conclusions. 


It can be split into two main groups: the environmental 
protection movement and the animal protection movement. 
The environmental movement has traditionally regarded 
nature from the perspective of the ecological system—every 
plant and animal type must be saved, but most importantly 
the interaction and balance of the ecosystem must be 
maintained. Animal protection organizations are most con- 
cerned about the fate of individual species. 


In recent years, there has been a definite tendency 
toward blending arguments. In particular, environ- 
mental organizations have borrowed arguments from 
animal rights activists. In Norway, Norwegian environ- 
mental organizations such as the Nature Conservancy 
Association, Nature and Youth, and Bellona support 
whaling, while the internationally based organizations 
such as Greenpeace and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) are against it. 


A brochure, in which Greenpeace discusses Norway's 
intention to resume whaling, is an example of how they 
capture their followers. 


Three reasons are stated in the brochure for killing 
whales: Greed, Greed, Greed. The 150-ton big blue 
whale is trotted out. It is remarked that there are only 
500 surviving blue whales in the sea as a consequence of 
intensive whale hunting with giant factory ships. 


No distinction is made between these whale hunts and 
the finback whaling Norway will begin again with small 
fishing boats. The population of finbacks is estimated to 
number 87,700 individuals and the quota for the catch 
will be considerably less than 1,000 animals. 


The Danish social anthropologist, Arne Kalland, in an 
interview for the magazine ALTERNATIVE 
FRAMTID, explained the environmental movement's 
view of whaling with the fact that the whale has become 
a symbol of almost religious character. When it comes to 
ethical and moral arguments, the organizations have 
taken a page out of the animal protectionists’ book, he 
feels. The American Whaling Commission has argued 
for prolonging the provisional ban on finback whaling on 
ethical grounds—as scientific grounds no longer exist for 
banning the hunt. 


Kalland goes on to explain that the organizations in his view 
have created a “superwhale”—a whale which does not exist. 
It is this whale—in the singular—which stirs up the feelings 
of millions of animal lovers around the world, We are told 
the whale is the world’s largest animal, that it has a big 
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brain, it sings, it can communicate abstract ideas to its 
friends, it operates nurseries, and it is threatened. 


These organizations do not mention that of the world’s 
75 dolphin and whale species, none have all of these 
attributes. This superwhale is anthropomorphized and 
made to seem mystical. 


Kalland writes: “For the New Zealand Whale Commis- 
sion, the whale has become a marine counterpart, and 
for Greenpeace’s Danish leaders, whales have become 
the humans of the sea world. Whales, and especially 
dolphins, are made objects of cult-like adoration within 
the New Age movement.” 


* Scientific Justification 


93EN0358B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
7 Apr 93 p 13 


[Article by Ole Mathismoen: “Hands Off Our Whales!” — 
first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Excerpts] The finback whale is ours. We will shoot as 
many as we wish. As many as we feel the population can 
tolerate. 


This is Norway's message to all the nations of the world. 
environmentalists, and whale lovers. We will hunt the 
finback whale; it is our species. Based upon our right to 
govern ourselves and on the scientific counting of the 
population, we intend to resume hunting. The king has 
also used the argument about “our whale.” 


Many researchers feel that there is a big scientific glitch 
in this argument. The finback is a migrating species. Like 
many birds and fish species, it is always migrating. The 
question of which land owns which species has caused 
many conflicts over the last decade. Who has the right to 
hunt when another country wishes to protect? That is 
why the Bonn convention on the protection of migrating 
species was signed in 1979. It took effect in 1983. 


Migrating Species 


The anger many European countries expressed over the 
Norwegian resolution to resume hunting finbacks in the 
northeast Atlantic can partly be explained from the fact 
that the whale is a migrating animal. [passage omitted] 


Necessary Hunt 

The director of the Foreign Affairs Ministry's resources 
department, Kare Bryn, has said that there are three main 
arguments for resuming the hunt: First, consideration for 
the whaling communities. Second, the hunt is necessary 
based on our principles of multiple populations manage- 
ment. When a species has been thinned down, we must also 
harvest the other species in order to avoid creating an 
imbalance in the ecosystem. And finally, there is our prin- 
ciple of the utilization of resources, which is of crucial 
importance for the Norwegian economy. “We cannot allow 
one species to be the exception from the principle that 
nature must be controlled when there is an ecological reason 
for it,” said Bryn. He reiterated the argument that the 
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finback whale is Norwegian: “The northeast Atlantic popu- 
lation is genetically different from the other populations in 
the Atlantic ocean,” he said. 


Yet currently researchers know comparatively little 
about the finback’s wanderings. Perhaps they will know 
more in a couple of years when satellite transmitters will 
be tagged to individual animals. [passage omitted] 


Eat Many Fish 


As to the question whether it is necessary to hunt whales 
for the sake of the Norwegian fisheries, Lars Walloe said: 
“What is certain is that finback whales eat a lot of fish. 
The animals we caught last summer had mostly fish in 
their stomachs and very little krill. If the catch this spring 
indicates the same, I would have to say that the total 
quantity of fish for the 86,700 finback whales would be 
so substantial that it would be odd if it did not have an 
affect upon the fish population.” [passage omitted] 


Are Feelings Nonsense? 

In a debate which is so dominated by scientific argu- 
ments, the more emotional aspects are dismissed as 
nonsense. And yet, around the world there are hundreds 
of thousands of people who utilize their feelings as their 
main argument against whaling. For a nation with such 
an ingrown whaling tradition as Norway, it is difficult to 
understand that. To fight for the preservation of all 
whales just because a person has seen dolphins in a show, 
been on a whale safari, or read about the dolphins’ 
ability to communicate abstract ideas, illicits little com- 
prehension in Norway. [passage omitted] 


* Greenpeace Active 
93EN0358C Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
7 Apr 93 p 12 


[Article by Aslak Bonde: “Battle for Whales Growing More 
Tense” —first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Text] Greenpeace is expanding its campaign against 
Norwegian whaling. EC negotiations will be affected. 


“The EC must make an ultimatum to Norway in the 
negotiations; Either you give up whaling or you don’t 
become a member.” 


That is the objective of the Greenpeace organization's 
protest actions in a number of EC countries. Yesterday 
was the beginning of a protest action in Belgium. The 
director of the action said that Belgium had not been 
important in the whaling issue earlier, but that the 
country would hold a central position when it acceded to 
the chairmanship of the EC in the next half year. 


The attention of the international press yesterday was 
expressly directed to the fact that the country which this 
week began negotiations for EC membership breaks with 
EC policy on the issue of whaling. 


Greenpeace is in agreement with the Norwegian Govern- 
ment that there are no definitive regulations forbidding 
finback whaling. “Now that the question of admitting a 
whaling nation to membership has arisen, it is even more 
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important for the EC to have a clear ban on whaling,” said 
Helene Bours, who represents the international division. 


Ingrid Berthinussen of Greenpeace Norway spoke with 
conviction at yesterday's news conference. She distanced 
herself from the official Norwegian stance that finback 
whaling is traditional and that it is a matter of small-scale 
hunting. 

In addition, she spoke of the “cheating” inside Norwe- 
gian fishing: 

“The authorities say they will control and limit the catch, 
but we know that much cheating is going on that the 
authorities have no control over and which they do nothing 
about even if they do come to hear of it,” said Berthinussen. 
She pointed both to inadequate follow-up of critical reports 
from whaling inspectors and suspicions regarding the 
spokesman for the whalers, Steinar Bastesen. He is sus- 
pected of tampering with the fishing quotas. 


Berthinussen also rejected the government's position 
that scientists in the International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) now believe that it is possible to hunt the finback 
because it is no longer threatened with extinction. Eco- 
logical arguments that it is not a good idea to preserve 
one species in the food chain when other species are 
being fished, was also rejected. 


* Coastal Fishermen on Alert 


93EN0358D Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
7 Apr 93 p 12 


[Article by Arild M. Jonassen: “The Great Whale War"— 
first paragraph is AFTENPOSTEN introduction] 


[Excerpts] Just days before the research hunt on finback 
whales begins, foreigners are greeted with a suspicious 
look in Lofoten. 

The coastal people feel that whaling activists who try to stop 
the hunt are using unfair tactics. Lofoten has lost its 
innocence. 


Calmest, perhaps, is the crew of the four whaiing boats 
who are making ready for the hunt of 136 finback 
whales. Greenpeace and other activists are also making 
their preparations in secret for the spring's media hype 
and the still larger whale kill in the summer. This is the 
start of commercial whaling. 


The hospitable coastal people of the north do not see red. 
They see Watson. Paul Watson. The entire population is on 
the lookout for the leader of the Sea Shepherd. Watson has 
become a swearword synonymous with whaling activists 
and all of their shenanigans. [passage omitted] 


Watson insists that he does not intend any actions before 
the commercial hunt begins in summer when 40 whaling 
ships put out to sea. And out in the world, many animal 
protection organizations are working to stop Norwegian 
export trade. 


In modest quarters in the fishing station, Reine, almost 
the most remote in Lofoten, the High North Alliance can 
be found, the organization which will fight for the rights 
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of whalers and fishermen. Not a single sign indicates 
where the alliance is located. 


“For the sake of security, we do not proclaim to the 
world’s activists where we are located,” said the secre- 
tary, Georg Blichfeldt, who has the impression that it has 
become easier to get out the whalers’ version to the 
foreign press. The BBC was there at the same time as 
AFTENPOSTEN and the reporter had acquired exten- 
sive knowledge about the whale issue. [passage omitted] 


“After their failed venture last year with the ship Solo, 
they will certainly choose a formation with many fewer 
boats, or else choose to carry out actions against the 
facilities on shore.” 


He counts it as pure luck if the activists even find any 
whaling ships in the open sea. If Greenpeace, against all 
expectations, does show up, the hunt will cease and the 
activists will be invited in for a cup of coffee. Other boats 
will make the catch. 


Spokesman Believes in Victory 

Geir Wullf-Nilsen, spokesman in Moksnes, is the leader of 
the alliance and has an unshakeable faith that they will win 
over world opinion—in the end. For his small community of 
1,430 residents, it is of vital importance. Over 70 percent of 
their incomes come from fishing and whaling. Tourism has 
also gained greatly in importance, numbering | 200 guest 
beds. 


“The tourists can never be the main industry. We do not 
want a new Mallorca here or a museum. We want a real 
fishing society.” 


Because of this, he believes that good arguments for a small 
finback whale hunt will be understood provided that 
cheating and deception are cleaned up. [passage omitted] 


No Opponents Found 


“There is no one against whaling here,” said everyone 
AFTENPOSTEN asked. Either they were fishermen, 
students, or carpenters. The closest thing to opponents 
are the fish exporters and other traders who are afraid of 
losing market share abroad because of boycott actions 


against whaling. [passage omitted] 


Paul Watson has maintained that he has three Norwe- 
gian agents in Lofoten and other active supporters else- 
where in the country. Greenpeace leader Berthinussen 
said they had eight to 10 contacts there. In all, Berthi- 
nussen said Greenpeace has 50 to 100 supporting mem- 
bers in northern Norway. No one will allow AFTEN- 
POSTEN to meet the contact people, not even 
anonymously. [passage omitted] 


“Yes, there is an exceptional situation in the north. 
There is a latent fear of sabotage. Skrova is shaped by 
nature as a perfect stronghold. We feel secure that 
whaling activists will not slip in here unseen, but we are 
on our guard,” said Olsen. 


All told 300 residents on Skrova are counting the days to 
the awaited start of commercial whaling this summer. 
Before the ban on whaling in 1987, there were more than 
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400 residents, and many youths from the mainland got 
summer jobs at the shore facilities. 


Sweden 


* SDP Criticizes Lack of Funds for UN Peacekeeping 


93EN0393B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 8 Apr 93 p 8 


[Article by Ake Ekdahl: ““New Democracy Loses Voters 
to Social Democrats”} 

[Text] Party political opinion in Sweden remains steady, 
despite a bewildering month with a government crisis 
and party conflicts at the top level. DAGENS 
NYHETER/Temo’s voter poll for March shows very 
small changes in party support. 


Three voters out of four (77 percent) say that they are 
quite sure of their choice of party, when asked by Temo 
to vote for the party they think is best today. This means 
that more people are certain of their party choice today 
than a month ago. The number is surprisingly large. Just 
11 percent refuse to indicate their choice of party. 


After the Social Democratic Party [SDP] crisis almost 
exactly three years ago, only a little more than half (59 
percent) were certain of their party choice. At that time 
one out of five voters did not get off the couch. 


The conclusion from this could be that the Swedish people 
have not understood or cared about the seriousness of the 
political and economic crisis behind all the party trouble. 


It could also mean that the voters are beginning to get 
used to crises or resistant to political fights. A form of 
international adjustment is apparently taking place in 
this area as well. 


The political debate started to rage the same day that Temo 
began its poll. First came the report of the Economics 
Commission, and the next day Prime Minister Cari Bildt 
threatened to hold new elections on 10 March, since New 
Democracy was blackmailing the government in the Riks- 
dag 

New Democracy voted against its own policies when it 
rejected a cutback in partial pensions, solely to bring 
disgrace on the government. 


Several weeks of negotiations between the government and 
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societies ended in a fiasco and collapse. New talks began 
between the government and New Democracy. 


The changes from February to March for the respective 
Parties can be seen in the table below. The increase for 
the Liberal Party is a return to the party's normal level in 
the most recent period. 


The low February figure was likely a coincidence. The 
setback for the Center Party in March could similarly 
also be a coincidence. The trend for the Center Party has 
been upward for a long time. Altogether the parties in the 
middle have been shrinking since the election; the Con- 
servatives are now rather stable at 20 percent, the Social 
Democrats are still gaining, while the upstarts in the 
election, New Democracy and KDS [Christian Demo- 
cratic Party], are clearly on the decline. 


The Social Democrats have gained 11 percent since the 
election. The party has taken voters from all the other 
parties. The Social Democrats have lost only to the Left 
Party, but gained twice as many (corresponding to | 
percentage point) back, so that on that side as well there 
has been a net influx of voters. 


The Social Democrats have 54 percent among female 
voters and 44 among male. The strong response from the 
women started even before the election. 


New Democracy’s figures are still above the election result, 
but its support is dropping steadily. The struggle for the 
conservative voters is very distinct, and the result is that 
when New Democracy loses a voter to the Conservatives 
and the Liberal Party the party regains three others from all 
the nonsocialist parties, that is to say a net influx of about | 
percentage point of the entire electorate. 


New Democracy suffers its big voter losses to the Social 
Democrats, the equivalent of 1.5 percentage points. The 
young men with little education who voted in droves for 
New Democracy in the election (the Bert Karlsson 
faction) are now abandoning the party in a rapid stream 
and returning to the Social Democrats. 


KDS is losing to the Conservatives, the Center Party, 
and New Democracy. Of the so-called middle parties 
(Center plus Liberals) primarily the Liberal Party is 
losing voters to the Conservatives. 


The Liberal Party has regained its position as the women’s 
party together with the KDS, the Social Democrats, and 
Conservatives. The other parties are dominated by male 
voters, and the dominance of the men is particularly distinct 


in New Democracy, 10.3 percent as against only 4.9 percent 























the Social Democrats regarding the unemployment benefit |= women 
DN/Temo Voter Barometer 

Feb 92 Mar 92 Nov 92 Dec 92 Feb 93 Mar 93 
Number inter. 1,028 1,027 1,031 1,491 1,054 1,059 
viewed 
“Best party” in Percent 
Conservatives 22.5 23.0 22.0 21.0 20.0 20.0 
Liberal Party 9.7 7.0 6.5 6.5 $.0 65 
Center Party 6.0 7.0 6.0 7.0 8.0 6.0 
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KDS 6.0 6.0 40 5.0 5.0 45 
Environment 20 25 3.0 25 25 25 
Party 
Social Democrats 41.5 41.0 46.0 43.0 47.5 48.5 
Left Party 40 35 40 40 3.0 35 
New Democracy 8.0 95 8.0 10.5 85 75 
Others 1.0 05 05 05 05 1.0 
100 100 100 100 100 100 
Cannovwill not 9.0 85 9.0 120. is 11.0 
say best party 























The interviews were conducted during the penod 8 March-! Apni! 1993. The statistical margin of error for each individual poll for the Social Dem- 
ocrats is about 3 percent, for the Conservatives about 2.5 percent, for the Liberal and Center Parties and New Democracy about 2 percent, and for 
other parties about 0.8-1.5 percent. 

The differences compared with the February poll are minor. All changes lie within the margin of error The Social Democrats are gaining for the 
second tume, while New Democracy is once again declining The nonsocialist block 1s decreasing a net of | percent, primarily due to the shrinking 
of the Center Party. 


The poll was conducted by means of a nationally representative probability sample of about 900 Swedish citizens age 18-75, as well as a supple- 
mentary sampie of about 100 Swedish citizens over age 75. The poll is thus representative of the entire Swedish electorate over age 18. 


All the interviews were conducted during visits in the home. The question asked is: “Which party do you think is best?” The answers were given by 
means of “ballots” for exght different parties and one blank ballot. 














* Opposition Attacks Handling of UN Force Funding 
93EN0393A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 10 Apr 93 p 7 


{Article by Magdalena Ribbing: “Internal Crisis Threat 
to UN Force”™] 


[Text] The Social Democrats are criticizing the govern- 
ment's handling of the Swedish rifle battalion which is to 
serve in Bosnia. 


It is difficult to get money for the rifle battalion which 
will be a part of the UN forces when a decision is made 
to send them to Bosnia. There are no Swedish appropri- 
ations available for additional peacekeeping measures. 


The government wants to dismantle the Swedish forces 
in Cyprus and Lebanon in order to get a minor part of 
the half billion which the rifle battalion will cost annu- 
ally. But the greater part is still lacking. 


Either the rifle battalion must be equipped, trained, 
and sent on its way “on credit” and funds procured 
afterwards, or a quick government decision must 
demand of every ministry a certain sum according to 
the planing principle. This is not clear, and there is 
risk that the Swedish force will be delayed. 


The Question Is Raised 


The Social Democrats have raised questions in the 
Foreign Relations Committee regarding the handling of 
the rifle battalion, but they have not received what they 
regard as satisfactory answers. 


At the end of last year the Social Democrats proposed in 
the Riksdag that a new account should be established for 
“joint security.” With such an account it would be 


possible to avoid the trouble of collecting money each 
time Sweden is asked to help in the service of peace. 
Furthermore, the Social Democrats have suggested the 


establishment of a special peace battalion. None of the 
proposals has been accepted. 

It would be embarrassing if Sweden's contribution to the 
UN measure in Bosnia would fall through because of the 
Swedish government's internal problems, says Pierre 
Schori, Social Democratic spokesman and vice chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Riksdag. 
The Social Democrats like to demonstrate the government's 
negative attitude toward the UN secretary gew tal’s explor- 
atory inquiry about Swedish troops; the task would be too 
dangerous. Now the opposition thinks that the government 
has received signals from various countries that it is appro- 
priate to have a Swedish contribution in Bosnia. 

“It would be better if Sweden, with its long tradition of 
helping the UN out, had been well-prepared and taken 
its own initiative,” Pierre Schori says. 


Under the UN Umbrella 


He also thinks it must be quite clear that the upcoming 
contribution should be under the UN flag. The political and 
strategic leadership must come from the UN. Further, 
Pierre Schon is of the opinion that it is necessary to have a 
“clear reaction” from Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali about pulling the Swedish force out of Lebanon. 


Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Lars-Ake 
Nilsson tells DAGENS NYHETER that there is no 
question of any Swedish intervention in the former 
Yugoslavia under anything but the UN umbrella. 


“There must be a clearly defined mandate from the UN 
before there can be any talk of deciding about a Swedish 
contribution. Not until after that will it be time to 
discuss pulling out Swedish forces in other places in 
order to finance the rifle battalion.” 


Lars-Ake Nilsson says that so far this is a hypothetical 
question, since there 1s still no peace agreement. 
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Delors Welcomes Sweden to European Union 


PM2304 170093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 16 Apr 93 p 10 


[Sophie Petzell report: ““Delors’ Charm Offensive’’} 


[Text] “I have known your country for 30 years and I love 
Sweden,” EC Commission President Jacques Delors said. 


Yesterday evening Jacques Delors was invited to dinner 
with the king at the Royal Palace and also paid lightning 
visits to politicians in Stockholm. He held talks with Carl 
Bildt and Ingvar Carlsson, among others. Today he 
travels to Norrbotten to make himself more acquainted 
with Sweden’s Arctic wastes. 


“I like your simplicity and your friendliness. | prefer sim- 
plicity to gilded gewgaws. I appreciate the way in which you 
have built up you society—and that is not bad, coming from 
a Frenchman,” Jacques Delors said at a press conference 
yesterday afternoon, when he also announced that strictly 
speaking he has been France's only real social democrat for 
the last 15 to 20 years. Probably, he said with a satisfied 
smile, I am also the last. 


His speech to Riksdag deputies earlier in the day was part of 
the Delors charm offensive directed toward Sweden. He 
opened wide his arms to Sweden as an EC member. 


He he said he prefers to welcome Sweden to European 
union which will have come into force once membership 
becomes a reality. 


At present, he said, the Community is passing through a 
very somber phase. The world economy is in recession 
and the downturn is being reinforced by the currency 
problems of several EC countries. The EC’s citizens feel 
that they are far from the centers where decisions are 
made. This feeling of being outsiders also exists in 
Sweden. The failure to solve the problems in the former 
Yugoslavia contributes to the European despondency. 


“But the EC has always taken two steps forward and one 
step back, never one step forward and two steps back,” 
he said, promising that this time too the Community 
would emerge from its crisis. The EC will remain an 
anchor in Europe and the newly launched single internal 
market will provide new hope. 


“Together with our partners, including Sweden, we must 
work to meet the new challenges: the protection of the 
environment, the struggle against unemployment, the 
battle against racism and xenophobia and nationalism, 
the need to increase development aid and to deal with 
overpopulation and poverty, the need to strengthen 
democracy and human rights.” 


He said that the countries now seeking membership have 
realized that national sovereignty has its limitations. 
Environmental problems, trade questions, and economic 
and monetary policy must be tackled in cooperation that 
transcends national borders. The EC’s members states 
have realized that sovereignty must be shared in certain 
fields if the goals are to be achieved. 
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The common regional policy is an example of how the 
member states can achieve more together than they can 
separately. Sweden and the other Nordic countries will 
experience the same common interregional development 
once they become members. The combination of 
Swedish regional policy and the EC’s structural funds 
will be a positive one, according to Delors. 


He believes that Sweden will be an asset to European union: 


“We need your strong democratic and social tradition, 
your deliberate environmental policy, your labor policy 
based on equality, and your experience of and your 
support for the Third World.” 


He considers that Sweden's contribution in these areas is 
necessary because the EC’s social market model is under 
attack from several quarters. 


The collapse of Eastern and central Europe makes it even 
more important for the countries of the West to once 
again get their economies moving. Comprehensive aid 
efforts are needed. At the subsequent question- 
and-answer session in the Riksdag’s Second Chamber 
Jacques Delors expressed regrets that the liberation of 
Eastern Europe had occurred at the same time as the 
economic downturn and that the EC had therefore been 
unable to open up its borders in a sufficiently generous 
manner to goods from the East. 


Later he said that one of the reasosn why he woula so 
much like to see the Nordic countries as members 1s that 
the Community must become sufficiently strong eco- 
nomically to be able to absorb the countries of central 
Europe in the future. 


In his speech Jacques Delors also looked forward to 
Swedish involvement in foreign and security policy and 
also in a common defense policy in the longer term. 


“Sweden has a proud international tradition. You have 
participated successfully in UN peacekeeping forces. The 
Swedish chairmanship of the CSCE this year has been 
constructive. We believe that Sweden will not only 
strengthen the foreign policy of European union, but will 
also play a prominent role when Europe's new security 
system is created.” 


He promised that the Swedish principle of public access 
to official documentation will be a guiding star when the 
EC now tries to create greater openness, but he doubted 
whether the present member countries will agree to a 
system as end as Sweden's. 


Jacques Delors con iders it fully possible that Sweden 
will be a member ff the EC from 1995. 


Prime Minister Carl Bildt who took part in the press 
conference also said that this date is important. Sweden will 
then have ‘ne opportunity to take part in the intergovern- 
mental conference which the European Union will set in 
motion in 1996, when further elaboration of the cooperation 
between member states will be negotiated. 
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a Membership Negotiations ‘Promising,’ Minister 
ys 

PM2304151293 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 20 Apr 93 p A6 


/{Magdalena Ribbing report: “Full Speed Ahead Into the 
EC”) 


[Text] The EC is just as determined as the Swedish 
Government that Sweden will be an EC member on | 
January 1995. In the view of European Affairs Minister 
Ulf Dinkelspiel, the negotiations, which got off to a slow 
start, have now picked up speed. 


The Social Democratic EC affairs spokesman, Mats 
Hellstrom, takes the opposite view; the negotiations are 
moving slowly and the government’s internal machinery 
has ground to a halt, he claimed. 


But the European affairs minister disagrees. Sweden is in 
favor of swift negotiations he said at a press conference 
yesterday. He also said that EC Commission President 
Jacques Delors’ visit to Sweden had gone very well. It will 
help to contribute to the EC’s understanding of Swedish 
regional issues in particular. European affairs minister said. 
According to an internal document from the Foreign Min- 
istry’s trade department, no unexpected problerns have 
emerged regarding regulations in the economic field. There 
will be discussion of the dimensions of trucks, where the 
Swedish maximum length of 24 meters—important for the 
forestry industry, for example—exceeds the EC maximum 
by 6 meters. Sweden wants to retain its longer trucks inside 
the country. 


Half of the negotiations will be completed “in the near 
future,” Ulf Dinkelspiel said. Sweden “is preparing discus- 
sions of substance” on the basis of its speech in Brussels on 
1 February. Specific issues have been formalized and clar- 
fied. Now Sweden is waiting for the EC’s counterproposals. 


On the subject of Austria’s and Finland’s negotiations, 
the European affairs minister said that they have not 
made as much progress as Sweden’s. He expressed con- 
siderable concern over the GATT negotiations on which 
there have been contradictory signals from Washington. 


“A political effort is needed. The GATT negotiations 
must be moved up the political agenda, not least for the 
sake of the developing nations,” Ulf Dinkelspiel said. 
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UN Ambassador Adopts Tougher Line on Serbia 


PM2304 135293 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 21 Apr 93 p 10 


[Mikael Holmstrom report: “Swedish Support for Foice 
Against Serbs’’] 


[Excerpt] Sweden is sharpening its tone against Serbia 
and does not rule out that international military action 
could become necessary if the Set »s do not see reason. 
The position was adopted in a speech before the UN 
Security Council late on Monday evening [19 March}. 


It is very unusual for Sweden to ask to address the 
Security Council—this only happens in connection with 
issues of “particular importance.” The tougher Swedish 
line was agreed on on Monday afternoon in consulta- 
tions between Prime Minister Carl Bildt, the Foreign 
Ministry, and Foreign Minister Margaretha af Ugglas, 
who is currently on a trip to Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and Kirgizia. 


Swedish UN Ambassador Peter Osvald stressed that the 
international community must “shoulder the responsibility 
of guaranteeing that the Security Council’s resolutions are 
obeyed” in order to halt the fighting and further human 
suffering. 


The clarified Swedish position was articulated in the 
context of a reference to the Bosnian Serbs’ political 
leader, Radovan Karadzic, and their military com- 
mander, General Ratko Mladic: 


“In light of continued Serbian defiance, as this has been 
expressed by Mr. Karadzic and Mr. Mladic, a selective 
international military action against Serbian military targets 
could very well become unavoidable,” Osvald said. 


“We have drawn the conclusion that we must also be ready 
to support military operations, combat operations,” was 
how a central government source interpreted the speech for 
SVENSKA DAGBLADET. [passage omitted] 


Iranians Sentenced for Illegal Intelligence Operations 


LD2304175193 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network i: 
Swedish 1445 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] Two Iranians, 31 and 38 years old, were today 
sentenced for illegal intelligence operations by the 
Linkoeping Town Court, Radio Oestergoetland reports 
today. The men were sentenced to one year’s imprison- 
ment and deportation for life, and six months imprison- 
ment. Both Iranians were sentenced because they had 
spied on Kurds and exiled Iranians in Linkoeping and 
Oerebro between the years of 1989 and 1992, and then 
passed the information to the Iranian Government. 
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Interparty Delegation Departs for Talks in U.S. 


NC2504211593 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1900 GMT 25 
Apr 93 


[Text] An interparty delegation led by House of Repre- 
sentatives President Alexis Galanos left tonight on a 
five-day visit to the United States. The delegation will 
meet with members of the U.S. Congress, government, 
and the Greek-American community. 


In a statement to CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion], Galanos said the visit is taking place at a very 
sensitive and critical stage in the Cyprus issue in view of 
the new meeting between President Glavkos Kliridhis 
and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas at the United 
Nations. Galanos added that the Cypriot delegation will 
explain to the new U.S. Government and U.S. Congress 
members that the United States, particularly President 
Bill Clinton, must turn its attention toward Ankara and 
use all its influence to get Turkey to withdraw its troops. 


The Cypriot interparty delegation will participate in the 
fourth annual meeting of the World Coordinating Com- 
mittee on the Cyprus Struggle. Deputies Katerina Kliri- 
dhou, Nikolaos Petridhis, Markos Kiprianou, and 
Dhoros Theodhorou are participating in the delegation. 


Spokesman Denies BBC Reports on Serbia 
Embargo Breaches 


NC2304 172393 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GM T 23 
Apr 93 


[Text] Government Spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis has 
intensely denied a report by BBC television from Nicosia 
that Serbian offshore companies in Cyprus are violating 
the embargo against Serbia. 


Kasoulidhis noted that some radio stations and newspa- 
pers abroad make such accusations without providing 
any proof. The government spokesman also said that it is 
extremely annoying for Cyprus to be accused of violating 
the embargo against Serbia. Even more annoying, he 
said, it is the fact that the foreign radio stations and 
newspapers that make these claims have never had the 
ethical tactfulness to at least note the outcomes of two 
visits by U.S. State Department officials in Cyprus. 
These officials, Kasoulidhis added, examined the 
activity of the Serbian offshore companies and issued a 
statement in which they noted that they were satisfied 
with the Cyprus Central Bank’s control over all these 
companies. 


The BBC television’s claims coincided with the arrival a 
British Central Bank official today in Cyprus at the 
invitation of the government. 


Bank Head Assures Compliance 
NC2404 100693 Paris AFP in English 0859 GMT 24 
Apr 93 


[Text] Nicosia, April 24 (AFP)}—Cyprus, a base for 
hundreds of Serbian off-shore firms, is prepared to apply 
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strictly U.N. sanctions on the rump Yugoslavia due to 
take effect Monday [26 April], the central bank governor 
said Saturday [24 April]. 


‘All the assets of Serbian firms and banks will be frozen, 
except the property of individuals,” unless Bosnian 
Serbs accept the Vance-Owen peace plan for the war in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Avxendios Avxendiou told AFP. 


Three Serbian banks, including the Beogradska Banka, 
and nearly 500 other Serbian off-shore firms are regis- 
tered in Cyprus, although less than 10 percent have 
offices. 


U.N. resolution 820 calls for tighter sar tions against 
Yugoslavia— Serbia and Montenegro—if Serbs in 
Bosnia- Herzegovina continue to reject a peace plan 
proposed by mediators Lord Owen of the European 
Community and Cyrus Vance of the United Nations. 
Belgrade is blamed for the war in Bosnia. 


Avxendiou said the sanctions “will be strictly applied to 
off- shore banks and companies in Cyprus.” 


But the governor “cat :orically denied” foreign news 
reports that some off-s! re Serbian firms in Cyprus were 
circumventing the ini uw U.N. embargo imposed last 
year. 


Lord Owen on Friday [23 April] proposed creating a 
U.N.-controlled land corridor linking Serb-held territory 
in Bosnia to Serbia in a final effort to get Bosnia’s Serbs 
to sign the U.N.-sponsored peace plan. 


Bank Official Cited on Sanctions 


NC2604090393 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 0825 GMT 26 Apr 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Apr 26 (CNA}—The Cyprus Central 
Bank moved early Monday [26 April] morning to 
enforce the new economic sanctions on Serbia and 
Montenegro by freezing the assets of banks and compa- 
nies on the island from these two states making up the 
new Yugoslavia. 


Security Council Resolution 820, approved April 17, 
came into force Monday after the Bosnian Serbs rejected 
the Vance-Owen peace plan for Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


“The Central Bank has asked local and offshore banks to 
freeze the assets of those companies related zither with 
the state authorities of Yugoslavia or with companies 
operating in Yugoslavia,” Andreas Filipou, a senior 
Central Bank manager told Cyprus radio. 


“The Central Bank circulars are being sent by fax this 
morning to all commercial banks and other organisa- 
tions involved,” he said. 


Resolution 820 imposed new tough economic sanctions 
against Serbia and Montenegro including a total trade 
embargo and authorising UN member states to seize 
ships, vehicles and aircraft violating the ban. 
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There are three Yugoslavian offshore banks based in 
Cyprus, as well as a “very large number of (Yugoslav- 
onwed) companies, may be several hundred,” Filipou 
said. 


“Definitely the three Yugoslavian banks fall in the 
(sanctions) category,”’ he added. 


The Council of Ministers adopted the new Security 
Council sanctions at its meeting last Thursday. 


Filipou clarified that the “assets of individuals as well as 
companies privately owned and not related to Yugo- 
slavia or Yugoslavian companies are not affected by the 
sanctions.” 


He did not rule out the possibility that sc:..° Yugoslavian 
companies may have moved their asseis vi of Cyprus 
since the approval of the sanctions resolution on April 
17, but “even if they did they will meet the same fate 
elsewhere, unless some countries will not implement the 
measures,” Filipou said. 


Kliridhis Cited on Danger of UNFICYP 
Withdrawal 

NC2404075 793 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1448 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Nicosia, Apr 23 (CNA)}—President Glavkos 
Klindhis warnec: Friday [23 April] that any withdrawal 
of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force (UNFICYP) 
from Cyprus would create potential dangers to the secu- 
rity of the island. 


Kliridhis, receiving the credentials of Sweden’s new 
ambassador to Cyprus, Carl-Magnus Hyltenius, based 
this presumption on the fact that Turkey which has 
committed aggression against Cyprus, maintains strong 
occupation forces in the island and violates the human 


rights of its people. 


The president thanked Sweden for its stand on the 
Cyprus problem and its continuing contribution to 
UNFICYP. “I would like to stress that the further 
reduction not to say the withdrawal of the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Force, may create potential dan- 
gers to the security of the island, taking into consider- 
ation that Turkey, which has committed aggression 
against our country, maintains strong occupation forces 
in Cyprus and violates the human rights of our people.” 


He said his government had already expressed readiness 
to participate at the invitation of the U.N. chief in the 
inter- communal talks, scheduled for May 24 in New 
York. 


President Kliridhis said “we are firmly committed to the 
search, through peaceful means, of an equitable and 
functional solution in accordance with the U.N. Charter 
and its resolutions on Cyprus and in conformity with the 
conventions on human rights. 


“This solution must guarantee the independence, sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of Cyprus and the right of 
the refugees to return to their homes in conditions of 
safety,” he added. [passage omiited] 
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Presenting his credentials, the new Swedish ambassador 
referred to the Cyprus problem and Sweden’s “active 
interest” in it since for more than 20 years it contributed 
troops to UNFICYP. [passage omitted] 


a Change Foreseen in Turkish Position After 
zal 


NC2204084593 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 22 Apr 93 p 3 


[From the “Comments” column: “Ozal’s Death’’] 


[Text] We do not believe that the death of Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal will in any way affect develop- 
ments in the Cyprus problem or alter Turkey’s intransi- 
gent positions. 


After all, it is well known that Turkey follows a national 
policy on the Cyprus problem and any government in 
power always follows the same policy. 


It is even possible that Ozal’s death could serve Turkish 
diplomacy in the sense that it will help it continue the 
Stalling tactics it has always followed and implemented 
in the Cyprus problem. 


We do not think that Ozal’s successor will have a 
different position or line. In fact, if another line is to be 
followed it will be tougher and more intransigent. 


Turkish Cypriots Join Economic Cooperation 
Organization 

TA2304172693 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
[TRNC] has become a member of the Economic Coop- 
eration Organization [ECO]. 


The second meeting of ECO was held in the capital of 
Iran, Tehran. At the meeting, the TRNC, Azerbaijan, 
and Afghanistan were accepted as members of ECO, 
where Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and the new Turkic 
Republics are already members. 


Olgun Ustun, the Agriculture and Forestry Ministry 
director, who represented the TRNC at the meeting 
returned to Northern Cyprus. 


Olgun Ustun stated that the Turkish Cypriots found 
prospects of establishing good relations with the member 
countries and added that the meeting was very favorable 
from the point of view of the TRNC. 


Ustun said that mutual assistance concerning the tech- 
nology of transporting, distributing, and maintaining 
electricity was discussed at the meeting. [passage 
omitted] 


Denktas Returns From Turkey; Cited on Internal 
Politics 

TA2304171193 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] President Rauf Denktas has said that Prime 
Minister Dervis Eroglu, during his officials contacts in 
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Ankara, stated that early elections might be held in the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] in July. 


Denktas, who was in Turkey to attend the funeral of 
Turkish President Turgut Ozal, returned to the TRNC 
today. [passage omitted] 


In a statement to reporters at Ercan State Airport, 
Denktas said that during his visit to Turkey he held talks 
with Turkish government officials on foreign and 
domestic developments, recalling that he held a quadri- 
partite meeting with Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel, Erdal Inonu, Turkish state minister and deputy 
prime minister, and Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin. He added that the preparatory talks which the 
Turkish Cypriot side wants to begin in Cyprus as well as 
the domestic strife in the TRNC were discussed at the 
meeting. Denktas noted that at a later meeting also 
attended by Eroglu the issues were taken up again and 
that Eroglu and Demirel are expected to meet again this 
evening to assess the situation. Pointing out that 
domestic strife is not based on personal reasons, Denktas 
added: What we have been dwelling on for a long time is 
creating the position of an ombudsman. This is some- 
thing we have promised our people. In this way the 
government will no longer remain under any accusa- 
tions. When various complaints are brought to me they 
are left unanswered. There is an impression that I am 
actually creating these problems because I am in conflict 
with the government. 


Pointing out that at the elections the people were prom- 
ised this situation would not be allowed continue, Den- 
ktas added he is insistent that the position of an 
ombudsman be created as stipulated by the constitution. 
He noted: The prime minister’s rejection of this proposal 
claiming that his party was against it has created friction 
between us. Denktas added that he understood from the 
recent contacts that this institution will be set up. Noting 
that the assembly will be enacting this bill as soon as 
possible, Denktas expressed the hope that the problem 
existing between the president and the government be 
eliminated as soon as possible. 


Pointing out that another issue discussed was the formu- 
lation of a civilized and reasonable election bill, Denktas 
added that the Turkish leaders also dwelt on the neces- 
sity for such a bill. He said: This does not mean that 
Turkey is interfering in our internal affairs. [passage 
omitted] I have understood from my contacts in Ankara 
that the prime minister is ready to do whatever is 
necessary to prepare such a bill. He even said that early 
elections can be held very soon, in July. Denktas said 
that the issue of whether the election bill might be 
prepared by July or whether early elections will actually 
be held in July will be determined at the interparty talks 
to be held. He added: In this way another issue that has 
created a lot of unrest within the leadership and in the 
country will be solved. Noting that there was no need to 
go to Ankara to achieve the above mentioned results on 
these issues, Denktas added that they went to Ankara for 
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another purpose but that these results were attained with 
the help of the officials there. He noted that he was 
satisfied with these results. 


Denktas said that Eroglu has no doubts about the pres- 
idential authorities and that he reiterated these views to 
the Turkish officials as follows: The president has full 
authority. We have supported the path he has taken and 
will continue to do so. We have no reservations. [passage 
omitted] 


Denktas Receives UN Special Envoy Feissel 


TA2404112493 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas this morning received 
Gustav Feissel, assistant UN special envoy in Cyprus, 
and conferred with him for some time. A statement 
issued after the hour-long meeting said that the process 
of talks for sounding out the various options has started 
and that it will continue until 24 May, the date of the 
New York meeting. 


Denktas said that no concrete statement on the issues 
that have been discussed can be made to the public at 
this stage. He added: How can we begin the negotiations? 
What can be done regarding the confidence-building 
measures between the two communities? What is being 
considered? We have started contacts in a bid to sound 
Out the issues. 


Denktas and Feissel stated that they are unaware that the 
New York talks have been postponed to 30 May. Den- 
ktas said that there has been no change in the timetable. 
In reply to a question on the possibility of his getting 
together with Greek Cypriot leader Kliridhis, Denktas 
said: It does not have to be held immediately. Kliridhis 
is ready to meet, and so am I. The pot, however, should 
first start to boil. Then the spices can be added. Denktas 
noted that the change in the Greek Cypriot administra- 
tion is positive since Kliridhis is an old friend and they 
have achieved much together. He added, however, that 
another issue that should be considered is that the Greek 
Cypriot side is determined to abide fully by the National 
Council decisions as announced by those who have 
advanced Kliridhis to his current position. This, Den- 
ktas noted, shows that the Greek Cypriots do not want a 
federation. He added: If Kliridhis, as a strong leader, 
really wants peace and if his circle allows him, then the 
situation is positive. If, however, they are adamant about 
budging from the 1989 conditions, then we are faced 
with a negative situation that will lead nowhere. 


Eroglu Assesses Talks With Turkish Leaders 


TA2404 190393 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu has said that 
early general elections are naturally on the agenda, but 
that he did not say during his contacts in Ankara that 
they will be held in July. He was speaking after his return 
from Ankara today, where he went to attend President 
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Turgut Ozal’s funeral and where he also held contacts 
with government officials. [passage omitted] 


In a statement at Ercan [Tymbou] State Airport, Eroglu 
said that he went to Ankara to attend President Ozal’s 
funeral, and that while there he twice met with Orhan 
Kilercioglu, state minister responsible for Cyprus affairs. 
The prime minister said that with Kilercioglu, he 
assessed econoinic issues, and discussed existing projects 
as well as tenders that will be reissued. We achieved 
quite harmonious results, he said. 


Eroglu pointed out that at a working dinner given by 
Prime Minister Demirel for President Denktas and him- 
self, he had the opportunity to meet with State Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister Inonu, with Kilercioglu, 
with Foreign Minister Cetin, and with Foreign Ministry 
Deputy Under Secretary Tugay Ulucevik. Eroglu noted 
that he later met with Prime Minister Demirel. That 
private meeting was extremely favorable, Eroglu said, 
adding: I was pleased to see that we share the same views 
and strategies in foreign policy with Turkey. 


Asked if he discussed domestic politics during his con- 
tacts, Eroglu said: I believe that it would be wrong to 
reveal the conversations held during such meetings. 
However, when he started to speak, Mr. Demirel said: 
We are not going to resolve your internal problems. They 
are your problems. You have a people, you have a 
government. You must resolve these problems within 
your house. We have never interfered in your domestic 
problems and we will not do so now. 


Eroglu went on: The fact that Mr. Demirel told me that 
I am the government says it all. 


Eroglu pointed out that he is not authorized to determine 
an election date. Contrary to what some people say, | am 
not a dictator, he said. [passage omitted] 


The prime minister said that the Turkish Cypriot Repub- 
lican Assembly will fully authorize President Denktas as 
negotiator. At a time when the world is so interested in 
the Cyprus problem, Eroglu said, we cannot abandon the 
negotiations. We will try to explain to the world how 
right we are at the negotiating table. [passage omitted] 


Public Employees Fired After 1974 Coup To Be 
Reinstated 


NC2304 103693 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 0820 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Text] Nicosia, 23 Apr (CNA}—The Council of Minis- 
ters has decided by majority vote to revoke five earlier 
decisions concerning the dismissal of 61 public 
employees for reasons of public interest. 


The council, which met under President Glafkos Kliri- 
dhis, took the decision during Thursday’s [22 April] 
meeting and supported its verdict on this controversial 
issue for the Cypriot political scene with an array of legal 
points. But the move has caused angry reaction from 
some political parties, while some 200 people demon- 
strated outside parliament yesterday. 
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The Council of Ministers under then president Spiros 
Kiprianou issued one decision in 1979 and four in 1980 
terminating the services of members of the civil service, 
teachers, members of the Cyprus army and the police 
force on the basis of Articles 6 and 7 of the Pension Law. 


The dismissals came amid increasing calls to punish 
those responsible for the Greek-junta orchestrated mili- 
tary coup against the legal government of President 
Makarios on July 15, 1974. Five days after the coup, 
Turkish troops invaded and occupied 37 percent of the 
island on the pretext of restoring constitutional order. 


Thursday’s decision, based on fresh ruling of the 
Supreme Court, said Articles 6 and 7 did not give the 
Council the right to terminate the services of a public 
servant or officer or 2 member of the police force for the 
sake of public interest. 


A statement issued late Thursday said furthermore that 
the recent ruling raised an issue of moral and legal order 
in view of the 1980 decisions. 


“The restoration of the damaged legal order is consid- 
ered imperative and an act of justice,” the statement 
added. 


Moreover the Attorney General Mikhalakis Triandhafil- 
lidhis expressed the view that the present Council of 
Ministers had the authority to discuss the issue of the 
dismissals and that the government’s moral obligation to 
the recent court ruling was the “safest ground to revert to 
this issue.” 


The decision received a mixed response from the island’s 
political leadership ranging from a downright condem- 
nation to firm endorsement. 


Communist AKEL General Secretary Dhimitris Khrist- 
ofias condemned the decision and expressed outrage and 
indignation. 


He said Kliridhis’ government, ignoring the House of 
Representatives which was debating the issue at the 
time, decided to vindicate the 1974 coup and those 
involved in it. 


In an attack aimed at Kliridhis and the ruling Demo- 
cratic Rally (DISI) Party, Khristofias said the decision 
indicated that all that they claimed to have advocated in 
the recent past regarding respect to institutions was mere 
words. 


Tasos Papadhopoulos, parliamentary spokesman of the 
Democratic Party (DIKO) of former President Spiros 
Kiprianou, who supported Kliridhis in the February 
presidential elections, expressed surprised at the govern- 
ment decision at a time when the matter was being 
debated in the house. 


DIKO, he added, could not agree with such a decision 
because of the principles involved as well as the legal, 
economic and other implications arising from the deci- 
sion. 
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Vice president of the socialist party EDEK, Takis Khatz- 
idhimitriou, said the Council’s decision was a “a painful 
surprise.” 


He said the political messages sent by DISI through this 
action were “terrible and tragic for Cyprus” and added 
the party (DISI) was a tool in the hands of extremists. 


Liberal leader Nikos Rolandhis said the party’s political 
bureau will convene on Tuesday to discuss the matter 
but added the procedure followed in 1980 did not 
safeguard the principles of natural justice because the 61 
people involved had not been put on trial. 


A spokesman for the Socialist Renewal Party (ADISOK) 
Mikis Siannis described the decision as “untimely and 
unwise”, expressing at the same time the party’s strong 


disagreement. 


Responding to criticism, DISI General Secretary Alekos 
Markidhis said the decision to revoke the 1979 and 1980 
dismissals, which were taken outside the courts, was a 
pre-election pledge by DISI and a stated purpose towards 
unity among the people. 


He stressed the decision had nothing to do with “vindi- 
cation of the coup which DISI had repeatedly con- 
demned” but instead it concerned the application of 
democracy through justice. 


He noted that once the articles on the basis of which the 
dismissals were approved were considered unconstitu- 
tional, the government had the moral and the legal 
obligation to revoke the decisions. 


The debate on the issue which began in the House 
yesterday on a motion tabled by AKEL will continue 
next Thursday. 


Democratic, New Birth Parties Merge 


TA2504 194693 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] The Democratic Party [DP] and the New 
Birth Party [NBP], represented at the republican 
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assembly, have decided to merge under the name of DP. 
The voting took place at the respective DP and NBP 
extraordinary conventions in Lefkosa [Nicosia]. 


The decision to merge under the name of DP was 
accepted unanimously at the DP convention while at the 
NBP convention 212 delegates out of 257 voted in favor. 
According to the decisions made at the conventions, the 
merger will be concluded before the early elections are 
held and they will act in unity during the elections. 


The emblem of DP will be redesigned, taking into 
consideration the NBP’s present emblem. 


There will be a secondary leadership at the DP and at the 
DP council both parties will be represented equally. 
After the conclusion of the merger, a common council 
will be established. In the elections, the NBP will field 8 
candidates from Gazi Magosa [Famagusta], five from 
Nicosia, and two from Girne [Kyrenia]. [passage 
omitted] 


DP leader Hakki Atun stated that since his party's 
establishment, the voice of the opposition is stronger, 
and added that the ones who were in favor of dictator- 
ship now are Starting to say that they support dialogue. 
At a significant point in his speech, Atun criticized 
Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu for his efforts to integrate 
his party with the state, for his looking out fe the 
interests of his inner circle, and for his struggle to 
continue his rule. [passage omitted] 


Atun said that the merger will be beneficial for his party 
and for democracy. He pointed out that this merger will 
bring forth a dynamism which will give them a chance at 
power in the early elections, in addition to enabling them 
to achieve a strong, structured party in the years beyond 
2000. 


Atun stated that his party is carrying on a friendly 
dialogue with the Social Democratic Party leader and 
officials and added: I can say that we can take these 
valuable friends of ours under our party’s wing. Strength 
grows out of unity. [passage omitted] 
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Article Urges Preparation for Balkan 
‘Engagement’ 

NC 1804205193 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 17 
Apr 93 p 9 


{Article by K. I. Angelopoulos: “Athens Should Prepare 
for the Possibility of an “Engagement’”] 


{Excerpts} Will Greece become involved in dangerous 
military operations in the Balkans if developments in the 
former Yugoslavia lead to the opening of new ‘fronts’? 


Government and opposition leaders highlighted that this 
should not happen under any circumstances. There are 
many reasons to believe the Greek political leadership 
means what it says on this issue. The great dangers that 
would threaten our country in case of a direct clash 
between the West and Serbia and the expansion of 
military operations in the southern Balkans are obvious. 
It is also crystal clear that such a tragic development 
wo.'d get Greece involved in a painful national adven- 
ture. ,passage omitted] 


The possibility that Athens will avoid a Balkan drama is 
virtually minimal. Third countries, allies of Athens, 
largely contro! developments in the former Yugoslavia. 
Around the end of 1990, it might have been possible for 
Greece, even if only theoretically, to have considered the 
possibility of “intervening” in the events (when the 
European Community was still “contemplating,” under 
Germany's pressure). Today, however, it is too late for 
something like this. The only thing Greece can hope for 
is that the United States, NATO, and Europe undertake 
a spectacular “theatric” operation in Bosnia to start 
(without loosing their prestige) negotiations, given Ser- 
bia’s military gains to date. If this happens, however, 
would it be easy to avoid “accidents” in such a “sce- 
nano”? 


It would be better, we think, for our country’s political 
leadership to reach out to the public in a different way. 
The great dangers should not be hidden. There is no 
point trying to convince Greece that nothing bad will 
happen close to the Greek border or that Greek “initia- 
tives’ might change the course of negative develop- 
ments. 


It would be better to tell the truth and say that Greece is 
preparing for the worst. Events in the Balkans have 
proven that the post World War II “status quo” is valid 
only where it benefits the strategic goals of the “great” 
powers and that international law can be manipulated— 
through the United Nations—according to their needs. 
(Athens has an additional reason to distrust the way the 
United Nations understands international law and order 
from experience in Cyprus). Greece should deal with its 
very difficult problem as soon as possible by finding 
answers to the following question: How can we safeguard 
our northern border effectively, avoiding military 
clashes with neighbors at a time when it is participating 
in the formation of power in the area according to 
Washington's logic? 
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In the current situation, two things could happen: The 
best-case scenario is that the changes the United States 
want in the southern Balkans will be sought based on the 
estimate that Greece, a NATO, EC and WEU member- 
country, should not be threatened at all. The worst- case 
scenario is that the changes will be sought based on the 
estimate that allied Greece should be pressured to “rec- 
oncile” with the possibility that some “casualties” may 
occur. This scenario should not be considered impossible 
or absurd. If it happens, it w'!l not be the first time in the 
post-war era that Athens has been be called upon to show 
“understanding” on critical issues that threaten it and 
that are included in the more general framework of the 
West's security. In any case, all Western “initiatives” on 
the former Yugoslavia fall within this framework. 


\ ‘hat is, therefore, important is whether Athens is pre- 
pared for an “engagement,” especially at a time when 
Turkey pressures its allies to allow it to participate in 
NATO's operations in Bosnia. NATO's “dangerous 
games” in the former Yugoslavia are only beginning. 


More on Mitsotakis-Milosevic Telephone 
Conversation 


NC2304204793 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 2000 GMT 23 Apr 93 


[Report by Angeliki Angelopoulou] 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis had a 
lengthy telephone conversation today with Serbian Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic. The conversation took place 
at Milosevic’s initiative and coincided with the luncheon 
which the prime minister was hosting in honor of the 
Swedish prime minister. Mitsotakis discussed with the 
Serbian president the latest crucial developments and 
encouraged Milosevic to do everything possible to pre- 
vent the situation from escalating and to find a peaceful 
solution. 


Foreign Minister Cited on ‘Skopje Issue,” UN 
Accession 


NC2404 163593 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 24 Apr 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Mikhalis Papakonstandinou dis- 
cussed the Skopje issue today, saying that the recognition 
of this ministate was made in accordance with the [word 
indistinct] law of some countries. Its accession to the 
United Nations, he added, means recognition of Skopje's 
Status as a state; however, it does not mean the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations. 


In response to a question on the talks Lord Owen had in 
Athens on the Skopje issue, Papakonstandinou said no 
discussion took place on the name; confidence-building 
measures were the only thing discussed, he said. 


Papakonstandinou said he did not believe the issue of 
the establishment of diplomatic relations with Skopje 
would be raised at the EC foreign ministers conference, 
which begins today in Copenhagen. 
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Spokesman, Deputy Foreign Minister Cited on 
Ex-Yugoslavia 

NC2504 165193 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Excerpts] Government Spokesman Vasilis Manginas 
said today that every effort is being made to prevent the 
situation [in former Yugoslavia] from escalating. He 
reiterated that Greece opposes any military operation 
and has made its position clear at al! international levels, 
saying: Our country will not participate in military 
operations against former Yugoslavia. He stressed that 
no other Balkan country should get involved. 


Manginas said that if NATO proceeds with its military 
operations, then the Greek Government will make its 
decision. In any event, Greece wil! not withdraw from 
NATO. [passage omitted] 


In a statement today on the crisis in former Yugoslavia, 
Deputy Foreign Min:ster Viryinia Tsoudherou stressed 
that there are many chances to find a solution and that 
Greece is on the nght track. The deputy foreign minister 
said Greece's policy always has been to find a peaceful 
settlement. Tsoudherou said Greece opposes military 
operations, which currently are under way. Prime Min- 
ister Konstandinos Mitsotakis will play a prominent role 
in finding a peaceful solution; therefore, peace has been 
chosen. 


tives any further because the situation is still developing. 
The deputy foreign minister said the Greek Govern- 
ment’s contacts with the Serbs are good. She said the 
Serbian leadership believes Greece is a true friend. 
Tsoudherou concluded: We understand Serbia's posi- 
tion, but we believe it must comply with the Vance- 
Owen solution. 


NATO Scenarios on Yugoslav Crisis Examined 
NC2504 190093 Athens I KATHIMERIN] in Greek 25 
Apr 93 p 3 


[Report by Y. Dhaskalopoulos] 


[Excerpts] Greece's military leadership is calmly exam- 
ining the possibility that the operations in former Yugo- 
slavia will escalate. Although the country's position is 
firm-—abstaining from any active involvement in mili- 
tary operations—staff officers are examining and 
reviewing the country’s stance according to daily events 
and the problems that our country could face if the 
operations escalate. 


Regardless of how the Defense Ministry deals with the 
crisis, the majority of staff officers believe that military 
intervention in former Yugoslavia would cause the hos- 
tilities to spread to the south with unpredictable reper- 
cussions for the Balkans. It also is believed that a 
military operation—at least in the initial stages—would 
not have a specific target because the opposing sides are 
spread out to such a degree that it is questionable 
whether the “allied military force” that could theoreti- 
cally be put together (practically, it would be much 
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smaller) would be sufficient to deal with ail the opposing 
sides at the same time and end the civil dispute. 


Despite all this, Greek staff officers are analyzing the 
NATO scenarios and examining the repercussions of 
implementing them. Specifically: 


A. According to the first scenario, selected bombing of 
Strategic targets in Serbian territory is expected to 
prompt Kosovo's Albanian-speaking population to mse 
and demand separation and reunion with Albania. This 
would lead the region to serious instability. Regardless of 
Serbia's ability to react to such a possibility, staff officers 
note that mayor instability in the area would have 
unpredictable consequences, particularly in the south 


B. Based on the second scenario, stricter sanctions 
within the framework of a naval! blockade would not 
have direct repercussions. But if this development were 
to be viewed as a violation of new Yugoslavia's sovereign 
nghts, then possibly in the future new Yugoslavia would 
ask for rights, in the form of reimbursements. from the 
countnes that were involved 


C. According to the third scenario, a total embargo 
against former Yugoslavia and a mulitary operation 
involving ground forces clearly would have unfavorable 
repercussions. According to Greek staff officers, no 
embargo 1s “impenetrable” no matter how “tight.” The 
sides involved in the Yugoslav crisis are well aware of the 
routes to get supplies and of ways to mislead the forces 
participating in the embargo. [passage omitted} 


The possibility of Greece getting involved in a military 
operation does not concern the Greek staff officers, who 
believe that Greece's current level of participation is the 
greatest possible due to the nature of the operation. On 
the condition that the government's position—that the 
country will get involved only if it 1s attacked or for 
defensive purposes—will remain firm, the only 
remaining possibility is facilitating the allied torces by 
allowing them to use our various bases. This is rather 
unlikely, however, because other than Aktion Base, 
which is already being used by NATO emergency noti- 
fication planes, no other Greek land, naval, or air base 
can be used because of the distance and tactics involved 
For the same reason, all the forces participating in the 
no-fly operation against Bosnia land in Italy, which is the 
NATO country closest to the operational area. 


Most Greek officers, however, believe that the militar 
operation eventually will be avoided. [passage omitted! 


‘Last Four’ Turkish F-16's Transit Athens FIR 


NC2504190593 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Rad 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Text] The dispatch of 18 Turkish fighter planes to 
NATO bases in Italy within the framework of the ro-fly 
zone operation over Bosnia concluded today. The last 
four Turkish F-16's passed through international air- 
space in the Athens FIR [Flight Information Region} 
The Turkish planes had submitted flights plans and were 
recognized by Greek fighter planes 
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Foreign Minister Back From EC Meet on 
Yugoslavia, Comments 

NC2504211793 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 2000 GMT 25 Apr 93 


[Excerpt] In Copenhagen, the twelve decided to impose 
stricter sanctions against Serbia, but the European Com- 
munity continues to reject military intervention. Foreign 
Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou returned from 


Copenhagen tonight: 


[Begin Papakonstandinou recording} In general terms, 
the twelve discussed the Yugoslav issue and their full 
support for Lord Owen's efforts. We did not discuss 
military intervention, because it is not an EC issue, but 
one that must be coordinated between the United States 
and Russia. I want to say that the views we have 
expressed oppose military intervention. [end recording] 
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{Begin correspondent Kafarakis recording] Papakon- 
standinou reiterated the Greek position, which opposes 
not only Greek participation [in military operations}, 
but participation by the other Balkan countries as well. 
There were EC partners who opposed Turkish involve- 
ment. 


The discussion focused on the issue of imposing stricter 
sanctions against new Yugoslavia. Papakonstandinou 
referred to the negative repercussions for Greece if such 
a decision is made. He said that Greece may suffer more 
than Serbia. The twelve were cpposed to any possible 
lifting of the arms embargo against Serbia. 


Discussing Skopje, Papakonstandinou asked the twelve 
not to proceed with any action that would affect or 
complicate the talks. [passage omitted] 
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